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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C. ; 
in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin 
to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 185-7. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.—Inquiry is made for names of manufacturers 
in Canada of iron and steel work, cast and wrought iron piping, 
steel plates, steel angles, &c. 

- A well-known firm of stationers in London are open to take up 
the agency for England for any Canadian speciality in their line of 
business. 

_- The names of Canadian exporters of cheese-box wood and hoops 
for barrels are asked for. 

A Manchester firm asks ~ the addresses of Canadian paper mills 
supplying “ news.’ 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


Canadian Enquiry.—A in Ontario asks for rames 
of dealers in London, Liverpool, Manchester, Bristol, &e., who will 
be prepared to import baled hay this season. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Tenders are now by the New South Wales 
, or the construction of a bridge over Sydne 
Harbour, embracing a main of 
: than 1,200 feet in the clear, with sufficient 
approach spans to make up a total length of 
3,000 feet. The headway to be provided is 170 feet in the clear 
above high water at spring tides, for at least the central 600 feet 
of the main span, but this may be diminished to 150 feet in the 
clear at the limits of the 1,200 feet fairway. The deck of the 
bridge is to include a double line of railway, with two wood-blocked 
roadways each of 30 feet, or one roadway of 60 feet, between kerbs 
(embracing a double line of tramway), and two footways, each 
12 feet wide. 

The conditions of tendering and specifications embracing full! 
particulars as to loading, unit stresses and materials to be adopted, 
together with plans, cross sections, and details of borings, may be 
obtained on application to the Under Secretary for Public Works, 
Sydney, or the Agent-General for New South Wales, 9, Victoria 
Street, London, 8.W., or may be seen any day between 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. 

Tenderers will be required to furnish their own designs, and to 
state the sum for which they will be prepared to complete the 
work. No preliminary deposit will be necessary, but within three 
months of the date of acceptance of a tender the successful tenderer 
will be required to furnish security to the amount of 10,0001. 

Designs and tenders to be delivered to the Under Secretary for 
Public Works, Sydney, not later than noon on the 28th February, 
1902. . 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 6th inst. contains an Order calling for 
Geitunat: tox tenders to be presented up to 20th inst., and 
Printing Suppli opened at 2 p.m. on 22nd idem., for the supply 
ting Supplies. oF the following, to be placed in the warehouse 
of the National Printing Press within 15 days of the date of 
awarding the contract, viz. :— 
500 kilogs. tin ingots. 
10,000 ,,  bar-lead marked “ Figueiréa” or De la Cruz.” 
3,000 ,, antimony regulus of first quality. 
500 ~,, azine, No. 8. 
500 ,, zinc, No. 12. 
A provisional deposit of 250 milreis or 39]. 6s. is required to 


qualify any tender. 
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The “Gazette” of 8th inst. contains a notice calling for tenders 
which will be opened at noon on 30th inst. for 
the supply of and T-iron, corner-pieces, 
J SUppues. lates, bars, square and round rods, spring 
buffers, and steel bars for springs, for the railways of the South 
and South-West. A provisional deposit of 250 milreis or 391. 6s. 
is required to qualify any tender. The conditicns of the contract 
may be seen in the Secretariat of the said Railways (Largo de San 
Roque, 22). 


The “Lisbon Gazette” of 12th inst. contains a notice calling 

Cintines tee for tenders, which will be opened at 11 a.m. on 

im Mate 30th inst. in the Directorate of the Railways of 

i the South and South-West, for the supply of 
2,210 rods of iron, mark “ BBB,” and 210 “ Low Moor” of 
different thicknesses. The conditions of the contract are to be 
seen at the Secretariat named (Largo de S. Roque, 22). A pro- 
visional deposit of 67 milreis, or about 10/. 11s., is required to 
qualify any tender. 


The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 9th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Contract for proposals within 30 days for the establishment 
Waterworks and working for a fixed number of years of a 

‘ water supply for the City of Laon. The upset 
price for the establishment of the waterworks including building 
an aqueduct and a local reservoir, amounts to 867,892 pesetas or 

24,7261. The plans and particulars of conditions of the contract 

may be seen at the Municipal Office of Works in Leon. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 10th inst. contains notices calling for 
tenders to be presented before 5 p.m. on 5th 


yr eersay ' prox., and which will be opened at 10 a.m. on 
Tarragon, 10th idem, at the Office of the Ministry of 


Agriculture, Industry, Commerce, and Public 
Works in Madrid, on the part of the Port Works Committee of 
Tarragona :— 

1. For the closing in of the sheds on the Coast Wharf at the 
port of Tarragona, the upset price for which work is 44,815°68 
pesetas or_1,266/.; and— 
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2. For building an iron staircase for the passage underneath the 
railways of Lérida and Valencia at the extreme east-end of the 
said wharf, the upset price being 30,009°25 pesetas or 857/. 

Provisional deposits of 5 per cent. of the respective upset prices 
are required in both cases. The estimates for the works and 
conditions of contracts may be seen at the Ministry above 
mentioned, and at the Office of the Civil Government of the 
Province of Tarragona. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst. contains Orders confirming 

the following appropriations of waters, viz. :— 

To the Compafiia General Madrileiia de Electri- 

Ree cidad, 418 litres per second from the waters 

y below the bed of the River Manzanares, for the 

cooling of steam condensers; to Don Manuel Souto y Rodriguez 

1,153 litres per second from the River Miiio (Province of Orense), 

for working a flour mill. 

The water in both cases is only to be usel for the purposes 

indicated, and must be returned to the river. 


The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50 Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 


In the report of H.M. Consul at Porto Rico, it is stated por tobacco, 
since the destruction of the Cuban and Spanish 
oo outlets, through the effects of the war, has a 
of Stocks quite a drug in the market. Its position has 
: been made worse through the prejudicial effect of 
the new régime, under which it has come since 1st May, 1900. Under 
it the leaf cannot bear exportation to the United States, and but 
doubtfully can enter in manufactured form. Although it is a fact 
that it is much appreciated when made up in Cuba and Florida 
and styled “ Havannah,” yet in its own name it finds appreciation 
nowhere. The storcs of the merchants and growers are glutted 
with the principal } ortion of two crops, and thousands of bales 
await a market. Small parcels in the form of cigars and cigarettes 
leave, but there is no life in the business. Provided this class of 
tobacco were suitable to British handling, and low freight be 
available, a remunerative trade might be done. This inability to 
dispose of the last two years’ crops is a most unfortunate thing for 
the island, as tobacco growing is the poor planter’s occupation, and 
in a great measure tke stand-by crop of most. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,647.) . 
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CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Samshui reports that amongst 
po articles of minor value imported into that place 
Various Goods. ™9Y be mentioned spindle oil for use on steam 
* launches and in native factories, match-making 
materials from America for use in a large native match factory at 
Fatsham, machine-made paper from Japan of common quality, but 
lower price than the native article, American raisins for making 
confectionery, and india-rubber shoes from the United Kingdom. 
These shoes are worn in wet weather over the native foot-gear to 
protect the latter from water and mud. They are of a shape to 
suit the native shoe, and are retailed at 1 dol. per pair. It is 
said that the sale of these iatter articles is likely to increase. 
Soap, perfumery, needles, watches, cigars, cigarettes, cloves, and 
spices were imported in small quantities, and are worthy of 
mention as indicating a taste for foreign articles of luxury, 
which promises well for foreign trade when the purchasing 
power of the people is increased by the development of the great 
internal resources of the country. Although not appearing 
in the returns, foreign carpenters’ tools imported, without the 
wood handle or frame, appear to be in fairly common use. Planes 
of British and French manufacture, retail price about 1s., and sasvs 
are frequently seen. Native carpenters say they generally prefer 
the foreign article, which is cheaper in the long run. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,645.) 


In the same report, the Acting Consul notes that it is worthy 

——— of remark that foreign sewing machines aie 

dees now largely used in making up clothes, tke 

: cost of which, it is said, has in consequence 

been materially reduced. The machines are mostly of American 

manufacture, and the price ranges from 7 to 40 dols., the largest 

number of machines being sold at 15 to 20 dols. (11. 10s. to 21.). 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,645.) 


' 
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THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT 
OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


The Executive Council of the Imperial Institute have recently 
issued a memorandum in which they desire to direct attention to 
the character of the work now carried on in an important depart- 
ment of the Institute, which has been for several years in operation, 
and has, of late, undergone considerable extension. 

The Scientific and Technical Department of the Institute has 
been established to acquire information by special enquiries and by 
experimental research, technical trials and commercial valuation 
regarding new or little known natural or manufactured products 
of the various Colonies and Dependencies of the British Empire 
and of foreign countries, and also regarding known products 
procurable from new sources, and local products of manufacture 
which it is desired to export. This work is carried out with a 
view to the creation of new openings in trade, or the promotion 
of industrial developments. 

In an extensive and well-equipped series of Research Labora- 
tories, a numerous staff of skilled chemists, under the direction of 
Professor Wyndham R. Dunstan, M.A., F.R.S., carry out the 
investigation of the chemical constitution and properties of new 
dye-stuffs, tanning materials, seeds and food-stuiffs, oils, gums and 
resins, fibres, timbers, medicinal plants and products ; animal 
products, minerals and ores, soils, cements, and various other 
products, with a view to their commercial utilisation. Whenever 
necessary these materials are submitted to special scientific experts, 
by whom they are made the subjects of particular investigation or 
practical tests. Reports are also obtained from technical or trade 
experts in regard to the probabie commercial or industrial value 
of any such products, while full information is collected from 
official or other trustworthy sources regarding the probable extent 
and cost of available supplies. 

Appended to the memorandum referred to above is a paper giving 
illustrations of work of the above nature, which has been carried 
out for India and the Colonies in the Scientific and Technical 
Department of the Institute. It will be seen that this work is quite 
distinct in character from the services rendered respectively by the 
Commercial Intelligence Office of the Board of Trade, and by the 
Botanical Establishment of the Royal Gardens, Kew. But the 
work of this Department of the Institute may indeed be regarded 
as an important adjunct to that accomplished by those 
Government establishments, especially in furnishing the results 
of chemical investigation and technical trials which most generally 
determine the commercial value of natural products. 

All materials requiring scientific or technical examination, or 
commercial valuation, should be submitted to the Institute for 
examination either by, or through, the Foreign Office, the Colonial 
Office, the India Office, or the Board of Trade, or through the 
Colonial or Indian Government Authorities. Requests for the 
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examination of such materials may also be submitted by Public 
Commercial Bodies and Institutions of the respective Colonies and 
Dependencies, or by the Representatives of H.M. Government in 
foreign countries. 

Reports on the results of enquiries or experimental investi- 
gations are supplied, as a rule, without charge, when applied for as 
above directed, but, should special expenses be incurred in 
connection with any such reports, or with the commercial 
valuation of particular materials or manufactured products, which 
the Council do not consider themselves warranted in meeting, a 
statement of such actual outlays will be furnished, for repayment, 
when the reports are supplied to the Public Bodies or Institutions 
concerned. Should an investigation or report of exceptional 
character be asked for by a Government Department, an estimate 
of the attendant expenses will be submitted, with a view to 
ascertain whether authority for such expenditure will be given. 


[The attention of those who are concerned in finding new 
markets for Indian and Colonial products may be also directed to 
the collections of products exhibited in the Galleries of the 
Imperial Institute, illustrating the material resources of the 


-Colonies and Dependencies of the Empire. They represent 


upwards of 40 different countries, and are open free to the public. 
On application to the Commercial Information Office of the 
Institute, or to the Curators of individual Sections of the 
Collections, all available information is furnished regarding any 
particular product exhibited in the Galleries, and samples are 
supplied in special instances to merchants and others. Enquiries 
as to possible supplies (and their probable cost) in any specific 
case, or for other special information desired, are dealt with 
promptly, if made in writing to the Honorary Director of the 
Institute. The assistance of the Government Authorities of the 
Colonies is invoked to ensure that the collections of natural and 
manufactured products, and full information regarding their 
contents, shall be maintained up to the day. | 


The following are selected from the illustratiuns given of 
scientific and technical reports made since 1896, chiefly at the 
request of the Indian and Colonial Governments, based upon 
experimental investigations conducted in the laboratories of the 
department, and on the opinions of scientific, technical, and 
commercial referees. 


INDIA. 

Jute—An extensive series of samples of jute, collected at 
different stages of growth, and treated under various conditions, are 
being investigated with the view of securing greater uniformity in 
the quality of Indian jute fibre. 
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ing Materials. Systematic chemical examination is being 
conducted of the principal plants now used, as well as those which 
seem likely to be applicable in tanning. Those which prove to be 
rich in tannin are afterwards submitted for trial in the tan-yards. 
In this way a large number of astringent plants are being investi- 
gated, and reports on the tanning value of the following classes 
have already been made :—Myrobalans, Mangroves, and the 
Cesalpinias. 

Dye-stuffs—The principal Indian dye materials are being 
investigated with the assistance of Professor Hummel and Mr. A. 
G. Perkin, of the Dyeing Department, Yorkshire College, Leeds. 
An account of the dyeing properties of Delphinium Zalil, has 
already been given whilst the constituents of ‘“‘ Kamala” have been 
investigated, and a description of its adulterants provided, which 
it is hoped will lead to the export from India of this dyeing 
material in a purer condition. 


CANADA. 


Canadian Felspar—A sample from a new deposit of Canadian 
felspar was analysed and shown to be soda felspar. The material 
was next successfully tried in several potteries, and consignments 
of the felspar have since been exported to this country. 

Canadisn Sumach—The chemical constituents of this plant, 
which is abundant in Canada, have been examined and its value as 
a tanning agent determined by actual trial in a large tannery. 
The results were in some respects very satisfactory, and a number 
of suggestions were made as to the cultivation and preparation of 
the plant for use in tanning. The report was illustrated with 
samples of leather tanned with the sumach. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

Wines.— Report on the analysis of selected samples of Cape 
wines. A chemical analysis was made of these wines, and they 
were then submitted to an expert. The causes of the defects were 
ascertained, remedies were suggested and recommendations made 
for the improvement of Cape wines so as to render them more 
readily saleable in Europe. 

NATAL. 

Shale.—Report on the chemical examination of a shale supposed 

to be suitable for the production of oil and gas. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Steatite—Report and analysis of a sample of a new variety of 
steatite. This sample was submitted to buyers of the mineral, in 
orders to draw attention to the existence of valu: ble deposits in 
Newfoundland. 
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TRINIDAD. 

Sisal Fibre—Report on the comparative value of a sample of 
sisal fibre grown experimentally in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Trinidad. 

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 

Minerals.— Report on the analysis and technical examination of 
coal discovered in the West Shire district. ‘This coal proved to be 
of excellent quality. 

VICTORIA. 

Fibres.— Report on a series of 32 fibres grown experimentally in 

the Melbourne Botanical Gardens. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Cotton.—Report on the properties and commercial value of cotton 
grown in New South Wales, proving that most satisfactory cotton 
can be produced in the Colony. 

Sisal Fibre—Report on the composition and commercial value 
of sisal fibre grown in New South Wales. ‘This report was very 
favourable. 

QUEENSLAND. 

Divi-Divi Pods—The pods of this plant (Cwsalpinia coriaria) 
are used in tanning. The Queensland sample was analysed and 
found to be of excellent quality, and was highly valued by the 
brokers to whom it was submitted. 


THE COAL INDUSTRY OF BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, from 
the Director-General of ‘Statistics, Calcutta, the following 
particulars concerning coal mines in British India :— 

There were 287 coal mines in operation in 1900, of which 272 
were situated in Bengal. ‘The output is reported to be 4,954,965 
tons in Bengal, and 1,140,478 tons in other provinces. Thus the 
production in Bengal was over four-fifths of the whcle Indian 
production. 

The following table shows the annual output of coal in the 
whole of India in the five years beginning with 1896 :— 


Year. Production. 
Tons. 
1897... os ded sta 4,066,294 
1898... ove eee and ose 4,608,196 
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The first mine was opened in Bengal as far back as 1820, but it 
was the only mine at work for 20 years. Thereafter there was 
hardly any further progress until the construction of railways 
began and the East Indian Railway passed through the coal fields, 
about 1854. There was,-however, not much development, beyond 
the supply of the needs of the railway line and of river steamers, 
until the construction of the mills and factories which now abound 
in the country round Calcutta. 

Even as late as 1880 the output of coal from the Bengal mines 
hardly touched 1,000,000 tons, and this output was not doubled for 
14 years more. The 2,000,000 tons put out in 1894 increased to 
4,000,000 in 1899 and to approximately 5,000,000 in 1900. The 
beginning of the activity which now marks the industry does not, in 
fact, go back further than the last six or seven years. In other parts 
of India also progress has been made, but the output is small, except 
at Singareni, where it is now approximating to half-a-million tons. 

The industry gives employment to some 89,000 persons, and the 
capital invested in it by joint-stock companies amounts to about 
_ Rs. 133 lakhs (paid-up), or about 886,0001.; there is also a large 
investment of capital by private mine owners and by the State. 

The value of the output in 1900, calculated at the local wholesale 
seiling prices, may be estimated at Rs. 2,00,95,148, making an 
ig al of Rs. 3:3 per ton, the average in 1899 having been 

s. 3°13. 

‘he imports of coal, coke, and patent fuel in 1900-01, as a 
consequence partly of the high level of prices and partly of the 
depression in the Bombay cotton mills, fell to a very low point, 
amounting only to 127,318 tons, valued at Rs. 30,67,402, the 
average value being Rs. 24°09 per ton, which is but little less than 
eight times the value of Indian coal: On the other hand the 
exports of Indian coal were comparatively large under the stimulus 
of higher prices. 

Bengal receives but little imported coal, Bombay and Sind taking 
most of the imports; their distribution is as follows :— 


1899-1900. 19C0-01. 
Tons. Tons. 
Bombay and Sind ... 368,988 94,097 


The following table shows the quantity of Indian coal supplied 
from Bengal by sea to the other provinces; the large increase in 
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the export to Bombay indicates the extent to which Indian coal 
replaced English coal during the period of high prices :— 


| To Bombay 
a4 and Sind, To Madras. | To Burma. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1896-97... 290,038 146,342 96,710 
1897-98... 548,461 203,232 169,788 
1898-99 .., 483,368 270,959 204,998 
1899-1900 455,786 228,487 180,871 
1900-01... 864,141 232,258 240,812 


The exports from Bengal by railway and river to other provinces 
and to Native States (Rajputana and Central India) are also 
increasing, as can be seen from the following figures; but the 
trade, it is stated, is discouraged by the want of railway waggons:— 

Tons. 
1897-98... 413,340 
1898-99 abs 507,370 
1899-1900 ... 648,517 
1900-01 (9 months) seo wee 474,471 


The exports of Indian coal to places beyond India are as yet 
comparatively small. Last year’s trade was much more extensive 
than in previous years, because the high price of English coal 
induced consumers to replace the latter by Indian coal, but the 
whole of the exports represented not quite 9 per cent. of the 
production. Colombo is the principal destination of the coal, 
Singapore following on a much smaller scale. Last year it 
penetrated in larger quantities to Aden and the East Coast of 
Africa, the high price of English coal stimulating competition :— 

Tons. 
To Ceylon ... 969,186 
» Straits ... wah 65,715 
,, Other countries ... 47,480 


The Indian railways burn it in increasing quantities, the 
consumption in 1900 being 1,867,634 tons, which is 31 per cent. 
of the whole production ; the consumption of English coal_by the 
railways was under 57,000 tons. 


136 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOUKNAL. [July 18, 1901.. 


TRADE OF CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the statement on p. 724 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 27th ult., the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” of the 11th ult. publishes statistics 
showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the four 
months ended 30th April, 1901, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1900. The following tables show the value of the imports 
and exports of the principal and other articles into and from the 
Colony during the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


Four Months Four Months 


Principal and otter Articles. ended 30th ended 30th 
April, 1900. April, 1901. 
& 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 601,000 794,000 


coffee, confectionery and cocoa, meats, rice, 
sugar, tea, alcoholic beverages, §c.). 


Corn, &c. (flour, maize, vats, wheat) ... ian 403,000 585,000 
Cotton manufactures... ove 217,000 369,000 
Haberdashery and millinery 265,000 444,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) 182,000 359,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 157,000 223,000 
saddlery and harness). 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes 302,C00 546,000 
machinery, hardware, §c.). 
Wood, and manufactures of (includes furniture 151,C00 287,000 
and cabinetware). 
All other articles of merchandise a oe 1,578,000 2,285,000 
Total merchandise oe = 3,946,000 6,137,000 
Articles for Colonial Government 253,000 586,000 
Specie ite 765,000 655,000 
Grand total, Imports ... £ 4,964,000 7,378,000 


Exports from Cape Colony. 


- Four Months Four Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 3uth ended 30th 
April, 1900. April, 1901. 
ry 

Ostrich feathers ... 269,00) 243,000 
Wceol (washed, scoured, and i in ‘the grease) - 240,000 465,000 
Hides and skins ... 123,000 122,000 
Hair, Angora 44,000 54,000 
Ail other articles of merchandise per: nae 254,000 277,000 
mport Te-exported ... ove see 214,000 192,000. 
Grand total, Exports ... & 1,608,C00 3,054,000 


* Less than 200/. 


| 
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H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reports that the remarkable 
strides made during the past 25 years by the shipbuilding industry 
in Germany has naturally led also to the development of numerous 
other industries which are connected with, or dependent upon, the 
former. This is proved by the fact that not alone is the present 
aggregate consumption in Germany of iron for shipbuilding 
purposes about double what it was ten years ago (in 1890 the same 
is stated to have been 45,000 tons, whilst in 1900 it is estimated 
at from 85,000 to 90,000 tons), but that likewise the use of all 
other materials employed both in the building and equipment of 
iron steamers and sailing vessels has during the past ten years 
increased in an equal if not greater degree than that of iron and 
steel. Ships’ fittings, such as capstans, pumps, galleys, skylights, 
&c., which formerly used to be purchased in the United Kingdom 
by German shipbuilders, or if made in Germany itself, were very 
high in price, are now all supplied by German makers, who mostly 
confine themselves to manufacturing one special kind of article, 
and who have of late, it is stated, begun to do even an export 
trade in such articles to other countries. 

Factories of ship’s fittings and articles of equipment are now 
to be found at Hamburg, as well as at Berlin, Hanover, Liibeck, 
Rostock, and in other North German towns, and all are said to be 
in a thriving condition. The manufacturing of cabin furniture and 
fittings of all kinds has also made remarkable progress in Germany, 
as is testified by the fitting up of the large ocean-going steamers 
which have been built during the last few years in Seca yards ; 
the furnishing and decoration of the cabins, &c., of some of these 
vessels, particularly of those recently built by the Hamburg- 
American line, has been carried out with great artistic taste as 
well as with an eye to luxurious comfort. 

For the construction and repairing of ships there are, besides 
an establishment belonging to the State where pilot vessels and 
other craft owned by the Government are built and repaired, a 
number of more or less important shipbuilding yards on the side 
of the river opposite to Hamburg. In some of these, ships of 
war and ocean-going steamers of the largest class are built, and 
the most important of these yards now employ about 5,000 
workmen. There are several dry-docks, amongst which is a 
floating dry-dock for vessels of the largest dimensions, belonging 
to the building yard companies. 

The British Vice-Consul at Bremen reports that last year was 
no less profitable for the shipbuilding yards on the Weser than the 
two previous years. Of the three cruisers building at Bremen City 
one was completed last year. At Geestemiinde and Vegesack 
altogether 31 ships of 35,000 tons were completed, whereas 
15 vessels of 59,300 tons are still building, among them a North 
German Lloyd steamer of 10,050 tons, the largest ship hitherto 
launched in that river. 


188 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 18, 1901. 


The Shipbuilding Industry of Germany. 


The British Vice-Consul at Kiel reports that the shipbuilding 
industry at Kiel has been well employed and is fully booked for 
some time to come. The Howaldtswerke, which now cover an area 
of 300,000 square metres, are working with 2,500 men and have 
delivered during 1900 13 vessels of 20,000 register tons and 12,440 
indicated horse-power, whilst at the beginning of 1901 there were 
under construction two floating docks and 10 vessels of 24,400 register 
tons and 19,000 indicated horse-power, amongst them a training ship 
for the Russian Government. After its extension the yard is now in 
the position to build ships up to 700-foot lengths; the largest ship 
built until now is the Swedish steamer “ Drottning Sophia,” with 
a tonnage of 11,000 tons (which is also the largest Swedish ship). 
The Germania Yard of Mr. Krupp is working hard to complete the 
new yard ; the new boiler shop has already been taken into use, 
also the big electric generating shop for producing the current 
for light and engines, which latter will be driven by electricity 
throughout. The yard is principally engaged in building war 
vessels and torpedo boats for the German and foreign navies; it 
employs about 3,000 men, whilst the Imperial Navy Yard employs 
about 6,200 men. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


| 
| 
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TRADING ASSOCIATIONS IN DENMARK. 


H.M. Consul at Copenhagen, in his recent report to the Foreign 
Office, mentions the Anglo-Scandinavian Import and Export 
Association, which he says is not an independent trading concern 
and does not buy or sell, except for the account of others, and 
was started in October, 1900. It is stated that many firms offer to 
supply them with goods, but that to import and re-sell goods for 
their own account would only prejudice them in the eyes of 
importing merchants, who would sooner or later look upon them 
as competitors and rivals in business. Their chief object is to be 
able to perform all the offices of a commercial traveller, but more 
efficiently and expeditiously than a representative sent out from 
the United Kingdom and at a much cheaper cost. 

The Consul continues as follows: “There is no doubt that 
British manufacturers might do a far larger trade with Scandinavia 
than at present, but it is ridiculous to expect that British exporters 
will get a fair share of the Danish trade if they take no trouble to 
secure it. The Dane cannot be expected to go to the United 
Kingdom in search of the goods he wants, when Germans bring 
samples of them to his door. Could anything possibly be more 
striking than the following official record of commercial travellers 
coming to Denmark :— 


Nationality. 
Year. 
German. British. 
1890 one pa 860 56 


‘Many German firms offer and invoice goods to Denmark in the 
local currency, weights, or measurements, duty paid, and delivered 
to customer’s warehouses, but the Association say that hitherto 
they have found it hopeless to induce British firms to adopt the 
same course, and that all they can do is to attach to each catalogue 
a printed or typed inset enabling buyers to see at a glance the 
approximate cost (in coinage and units familiar to them) of goods 
which are quoted, say, per tb. or per yard in London, Liverpool, or 
other British centres. Every care is taken to avoid mistakes, but 
no guarantee as to the accuracy of the estimates is given and no 
responsibility is incurred by the manufacturers. In exceptional 
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cases where the buyer absolutely refuses to buy except at a ‘ free- 
delivered’ price, and the manufacturer or shipper declines to 
entertain any business except in sterling currency at factory or 
docks in the United Kingdom, the Association, if they see their 
way to do so, arrange to contract with the buyer for delivery of 
goods at a fixed through rate, including duty, freight, and all 
expenses from place of origin to buyer’s warehouses or premises. 
This also entails no responsibility upon the manufacturer. Some 
of their other chief objects are as follows: personal canvass of all 
chief importers in Copenhagen, distribution of price-lists, circulars, 
catalogues, and samples, translation into Danish of circulars, &c., 
appointment and supervision of local agents in the chief towns in 

dinavia, and collection of accounts. The Association also 
have their own bonded store in free warehouse buildings in 
Copenhagen, where all goods can be warehoused without paying 
duty until required for delivery in Denmark. Goods can also be 
held here in transit to Sweden, Norway, Finland, &c., charges 
being quite nominal. There are also show rooms and offices for 
travellers visiting Denmark. 

“Their offices are at 31, Harnegade, Copenhagen, and a branch 
office is béing opened at Helsingborg, Sweden. The bankers are 
Julius Bendix, Copenhagen. Solicitors, Messrs. Octavius and Olf 
Hansen, 2, Palais Gade, Copenhagen. 

“ For the purpose of simplifying the business relations of British 
manufacturers exporting to Denmark, the Bendix Bank has 
introduced the principle of sterling for sterling, which obviates 
all loss on exchange and many tedious and annoying calculations. 
For all drafts drawn in pounds sterling on Copenhagen, sent to 
Bendix for collection a remittance on London for the same amount 
in sterling is returned immediately after payment, subject only to 
a deduction of a fixed charge of 6d. per draft, plus one-eighth per 
cent. commission. 

“For instance, for a draft of 501. on Copenhagen remitted to 
Bendix Bank for collection the drawer promptly receives 501, 
less collection charge 6d., and one-eighth per cent. commission, 
1s. 3d. (1s. 9d.), net proceeds at sight on London, 491. 18s. 3d. 
This renders the collection of money due in Copenhagen just as 
simple as the collection of country cheques in the United Kingdom. 
For the Danish provinces, Norway, and Sweden, the charges are a 
quarter per cent and ls. per draft.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


2,640.) 
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THE WINE TRADE IN PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a memorandum on the critical condition of the wine trade, drawn 
up at H.M. Legation at Lisbon, from which the following are 
extracts. 

The serious crisis among the agricultural population of 
Portugal, arising from the impossibility of selling their wine, 
is causing great excitement in the country, and pressure is 
being brought to bear on the Government to take immediate 
measures for their assistance. The decline in the exportation 
of wine during the last few years, and the yearly increase 
in the area of land under vine cultivation, makes the case 
really serious. The conflicting desires of the various districts and 
classes are the more difficult to deal with, as the Government is 
forced to insist on the receipts of the Treasury being maintained. 

The fundamental difficulty appears to be the want of a market 
for the good cheap wines, and the superabundant production of 
bad wine which nobody wants, the production of which has 
become the principal industry of a large portion of the population. 

There can be no doubt that the good cheap wines of the nature 
of claret, which are now made by a few manufacturers in Portugal, 
would meet with a ready sale in England if their merits were 
known. Excellent wine can be procured in Portugal by private 
persons at 7d. and 8d. a bottle, which could be shipped by the 
trade at very low prices. The practically unlimited supply of 
these wines that could be manufactured, and the convenience of 
Lisbon as a shipping port, make it surprising that no large 
business of this nature has been already attempted. There is now 
an increasing demand for cheap clarets in England, and the wines 
now consumed are generally of very inferior quality to Portuguese 
wines. Under these circumstances, with low prices and really 
excellent wine, there should be no great difficulty in creating a 
large and steady sale in the United Kingdom, which would 
eventually extend to other countries. 

The production of common wine in Portugal has reached such 
large proportions that it is impossible to find a sale for it, so that 
as the new vintage is approaching it will be necessary to throw 
away the old wine to make way for the new. Large tracts of land 
in Portugal are admirably suited to the growth of vines, and 
splendid grapes can be produced in exceptional quantities. This 
fact has led to the cultivation of grapes out of all proportion to 
any possible demand, and other crops which could profitably have 
been grown have been displaced. 

Portugal is fortunate in the possession of two special classes of 
wine, port and Madeira, which have long ago won their own’ 
markets. 

The manufacture of port wine has been a very valuable industry 
for upwards of a century. The port wine exported in the year 
1865 was valued-at 6,500 contos of reis (975,0001.). In 1875, the 
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value amounted to 9,000 contos of reis (1,350,000/.), but fell to 
5,000 contos (750,000/.) in 1880, During the last 20 years, the 
value of the exportation has fluctuated between 7,500 contos of 
reis (1,125,000/.)and 5,000 contos of reis (750,000/.). Unfortunately 
the export during the last three years has been diminished, and 
the trade is evidently suffering from the serious competition in 
common with other wines. 

The value of the Madeira wines exported has increased steadily 
from 100 contos of reis (15,000/.), in the year 1865, to 800 contos 
of reis (120,000/.) in 1900. The wine growers of the island are, 
nevertheless, petitioning the Government for help, as they point 
out that the price of must has increased 24 per cent. in 1899, as 
compared with 1898; and 11 per cent. in 1900, as compared 
with 1899. 

These two classes of wine, however, cannot support the great 
mass of vine growers in Portugal, on whose behalf some means of 
assistance is being sought for by the Government. 

The exportation of common wine from Portugal in the year 1865 
was valued at less than 1,000 contos of reis (150,000/.). During 
the following 15 years great progress was made in the Brazilian 
market, and the trade amounted to 4,000 contos of reis (600,000/.) 
annually. In the years 1884 and 1885 the phylloxera in France 
caused a special demand for foreign wines in French manufactories. 
Tempted by this excellent business which increased the Portuguese 
trade in each of these years to 9,000 contos of reis (1,350,000/.), 
the Portuguese allowed the Brazilian trade to fall into the hands 
of foreigners. On the French demand decreasing, they found their 
wines to a great extent supplanted in Brazil by others, and since 
the year 1888 the exportation of common wine has been valued at 
less than 5,000 contos of reis (750,000/.). 

This small export is naturally insufficient for the support of the 
immense wine production of the country, roughly calculated at 
upwards of 5,000,000 hectolitres (110,000,000 gallons). 

The exportation of common wine is now practically confined to 
Brazil and the Portuguese colonies. The reason for this is not far 
to seek. 

With very few exceptions, common wine is manufactured in 
Portugal under the most unfavourable circumstances, without 
technical knowledge, without proper apparatus or machinery, 
without proper cellars for storage, and often under the. necessity 
of selling at once to pay the expenses of the vintage. Instead 
of alcohol made from the wine of the country, potato alcohol 
imported from abroad or from the Azores has to be used. 

The result is that from the best possible grapes bad wine is 
manufactured, varying in quality from year to year and from 
district to district. As in nearly all wine-producing countries, 
there is a superabundant production, it’is useless to expect badly 
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made Portuguese wine to compete with success in the markets of 
the world. 

To make matters worse, the demand for Portuguese wine in 
Brazil and the Portuguese colonies is diminishing. In Brazil all 
trade is reduced owing to the financial condition of the country. 
In the Portuguese colonies progress in trade has not as yet fulfilled 
expectations. Although the few Portuguese colonists are good 
customers, the natives prefer spirits to light wines, and their taste 
is not likely to be changed in the near future. 

The only solution for the crisis appears to be Government assist- 
ance in some form towards the improvement in the manufacture 
of wine and for facilitating its disposal, and the restriction of the 
cultivation of vines by the granting of benefits in favour of the 
production of other agricultural produce. 

Under these circumstances an opening offers itself for private 
enterprise on a large scale. The Oporto wine trade was started 
and has been maintained by Englishmen, and a market formed in 
England by the excellence of their products. There seems to be 
no reason why Lisbon should not take a place as a wine-producing 
city by the side of Bordeaux and Oporto, and make its own name 
its trade mark. 


In connection with the above, the Board of Trade have received, 
through the Foreign Office, copy of a later despatch from H.M. 
Minister at Lisbon, containing translation of a Decree of the 
14th ult., ordering the adoption of various measures to alleviate 
the crisis in the wine trade. 

In the preamble to this Decree, the reasons put forward for the 
measures introduced are the general complaints throughout the 
country that there are no remunerative markets for wine, and that 
consequently there are no means of meeting the costs of agriculture. 
The chief difficulties to be faced by the Government are the antago- 
nistic demands of the manufacturers of strong wine, common wine 
and alcohol, and the necessity of maintaining the receipts of the’ 
Treasury. The general purposes of the present legislation is to 
promote :— 

1) Judicious cultivation of vines. 
2) Intelligent manufacture of wine. 
(3) Organisation of the wine trade. 

A précis translation of the Decree may be seen by those 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., and a note of the Tariff Changes it affects 
will be found on p. 147, 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OF PERSIA. 


The following particulars concerning the cultivation of cotton 
and olives in Persia are taken from a recently published report by 
the Belgian Minister at Teheran, dated 1st November last. 

Cotton.—The cotton-tree grows everywhere in Persia up to an 
altitude of 5,000 feet above the sea level, but the production of 
cotton is most advantageously carried on near Khorassan owing to 
the proximity of the Trans-Caspian railway which facilitates export 
to Russia. 

The proximity of the sea and the humidity of the atmosphere 
are unfavourable to the plant. On the other hand the salt soil 
sensibly increases the yield of the crop. The quality of the native 
cotton is mediocre. An attempt has been made to substitute some 
American varieties noted for the firmness and length of the fibre, 
and for the beauty and uniformity of its colour. Although these 
varieties yield staples three or four times longer and more nume- 


rous, the Persians prefer to adhere to the self-styled national plant, 


which is more robust and requires less care. The seed is sown at 
the end of April, and the crop gathered in October and November. 
Ginning is done usually by hand, the seeds serving as food for 
cattle. In several districts screw-presses have been intrcduced for 
baling the cotton. To sum up, cotton cultivation is a source of 
wealth which as yet is very imperfectly exploited in Persia. 


Olives.—There is a small forest of olive trees in the valley of the 
Rondbaar, along the road from Resht to. Kasvin. In 1890 
MM. Koussis and Theophilactus, Greek subjects under Russian 
protection, obtained the exclusive monopoly of the industrial 
treatment of olives in the north of Persia, and established a 
factory equipped with modern plant at Rondbaar. The machinery, 
which is of English make, operates on the greater part of the olives 
of Ghilan, of which the annual production varies from 2,000 to 
3,000 tons. 

The finer oil is destined exclusively for the Russian market, whilst 

the inferior products are used on the spot in the manufacture of. 
soap. 
Other agricultural products cultivated in Persia are cereals 
(chiefly wheat and barley and, to a lesser extent, rice), gourds, 
potatoes, tobacco, poppies, fruit trees, almond trees and date 
palms, &c. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 28th February, 1901, stating that 


Pepin certain refunds were to be given of a part of the 
Hungarian duties charged on Austro-Hungarian sugars 


re imported into India which were shipped from 
— Austria-Hungary between the Ist August, 1899, 
and the 3lst July, 1900, inclusive, the Board of Trade have 
received, through the India Office, a copy of another Circular 
(No. 11 of 1901), dated 22nd May, 1901. The following is the 
text of the present Circular :— 
“The Governor-General-in-Council is now pleased to further 
“ direct that such refunds shall also be made on sugars produced 
“in Austria-Hungary, which were shipped from ports of other 
“ countries, provided it be proved to the satisfaction of the Collector 
“ of Customs that the sugars in question were exported from 
“ Austria-Hungary between the Ist August, 1899, and the 31st 
‘July, 1900, inclusive, and were charged with duty on importation 
‘into India at the rates specified in column (a) of the previous 
“ notification,” and published in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” as 
above stated. 


NEW ZEALAND. ‘ 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Order, dated 

21st May, 1901, notifying the following Decisions 

Customs Decisions. under the Customs and Excise Duties Acts in 
relation to the undermentioned articles :— 


Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 


Bone cutter for poultry feed— 
As machinery for agricultural purposes ove a soe Free. 
Boxes for holding strawberries -- 
brooi-coop, nest-box, roost-coop, egg-tester, for poultry- 
raising— 
As agriculturalimplements_ ... eee one eee Free. 
Compo-board for use in backing pictures— 
As “not otherwise enumerated ’ ove 
Electric-light bath— 
As surgical appliane:s ... 
Hedge-shears (claimed as agricultural implements) — 


As hardware 20 °/, ad valorem, 
Horseshoe-pad, Dick’s patent hygienic— 
As “ not otherwise enumerated ” eee Free. 


Machine, planing and matching— 
As machinery for planing ane 5%, ad valorem, 
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Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 


dovetailing— 
wood-worker’s machine tools Free. 
Machine, combined planing, jointing, moulding, and thick- 
nessing— 
Machine, sandpapering— 
Petticoats, women’s knitted— 
As apparel not otherwise enumerated... ons 25 ad valorem. 
Show bottles and jars for druggists’ shops— 
As druggists’ sundries... 15 
Timber sawn in strips and nicked for making strawberry ‘poxes— 
As wood-ware 
Timber sawn in strips (without nicks) for making strawberry 
boxes— 
As timber rough-sawn .. ..| 2s, 100 sup. ft. 
gm vi shaved in strips (without nicks) for making strawberry 
xes— 


As “not otherwise enumerated” ove ree Free. 
Tubes, empty leaden, for holding rubber solution— ; 
As manufactures, not otherwise enumerated, of metal 20 ad valurem. 


Tubing, weldless steel, in the rough, free (to be limited to 
lengths of 10 ft. and upwards), 
The following are revised decisions :— 
Dies for stamping butter tins— 
As metal-workers’ machine tools Free. 
Drapery, n.0.e., is to include handkerchiefs in the piece, 
other than silk. 


Flesh gloves— 

As druggists’ sundries ... 15 ad valorem. 
Patent freezing composition— 

As chemicals, not otherwise enumerated ... 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

ans aah translation of a Notification which appeared in 

ti the Russian Official “Commercial and Industrial 

Gazette” for the 16th/29th ult., relative 

Customs regulations at Vladivostok and 
Nikolaievsk. 

Custom-houses are to be established at the places named, and 
the general Customs regulations applicable to European trade are 
to be equally applicable at these Custom-houses. The Minister of 
Finance, however, is empowered, with a view to the simplification 
of Customs formalities, and in conformity with local conditions, to 
introduce modifications in the existing regulations relative to the 
clearing of ships, both inwards and outwards, and the unlading, 
examination and shipment of goods. 
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PORTUGAL. 
A précis has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
-e.4:. «Foreign Office, of a Portuguese Royal Decree, 
Modifications in Gated the 14th ult., ordering the adoption of 


E imaest anh ri various measures to alleviate the crisis in the 
Sp isthe and Portuguese wine trade. 
Wines, &. Article 73 of the Decree provides that a 


Customs duty of 2,500 reis per decalitre 
(2°2 gallons) of pure alcohol is to be levied on the importation 
ef foreign alcohol. (The duty formerly in force amounted to 1,930 
reis per decalitre of pure alcohol.) The Government is empowered 
to increase or diminish this duty according to circumstances. 

In Lisbon and Oporto, alcohol and spirit of any origin are 
further subject to the following consumption or octroi duties 


(Article 74) :— Reis. 
Alcohol and spirit, simple or prepared, f Per litre 
in bottles, flasks, jars, &c. ... of liquid. 400 
Alcohol and spirit, simple or prepared, {Per litre of 400 
in any other recipients. |. pure alcohol. 
Denatured alcohol... Free. 


The export duty of 5 decimes of a real per litre on wine exported 
through the Custom-house at Oporto remains in operation. 

Article 77 of the Decree substitutes an export duty of 1 real per 
decalitre for the duties of 3 reis and 2 reis, respectively, leviable 
upon vinegar and common red wine under Articles 12 and 14 of 
the Export Tariff; and, by Article 78, a duty of 1 real per 
decalitre is also substituted for the duty of 50 reis per decalitre 
formerly charged under Article 15 of the Export Tariff on | 
“common wine not otherwise mentioned.” 

By Article 79, the following new headings have been added to 
the Export Tariff :— 

Fresh grapes... ooo ove, POE 10 Kilogs, 1 zeal, 

Article 80 provides that staves shall in future be subject to 
import duty at the rate of 2 per cent. ad valorem, in place of the 
former duty of 3 per cent. ad valorem leviable under No. 42 of the 
Customs Tariff. 


SERVIA-TURKEY. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Gimentes Office, to the effect that an announcement has 
Ddatibaieen been published in the Servian “ Official . 
Gazette” reporting that the Turkish Customs 
* officials have been informed by the Porte that 
the Provisional Commercial Convention between Turkey and 
Servia (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for June, 1899, p. 702) has 
been prolonged till further notice. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Foreign Office, of a Circular recently issued by 

ama the Treasury Department at Washington, con- 

~h taining a complete list of the articles subject to 

a der the Internal R Laws of 

Axtiches xation under the Internal Revenue Laws o 

; the United States, as amended, to take effect on 

and after the Ist inst. Certain articles imported from foreign — 

countries are subject, in addition to import duties, to Internal 
Revenue taxation at the following rates :— 


Article. Unit. Rate of Duty. 
Dols, Cts. 
Tobacco and snuff, prepared in any way, whether 
sold or removed for consumption or sale ... ove Lb. *0 09,8, 
Cigars of all kinds, made of tobacco or of any sub- (net) 
stitute therefor— 
Weighing more than 3 lbs. per 1,000... lj 
Li | 
Weighing not more than 3 lbs, per 1,000 ... (or 1,000 0 
Cigarettes— 
Weighing not more than 3 lbs. per 1,000 and of Lb 0 36 
a wholesale value or price saat 2 dols. 1.0 
per 1,000 . or 1,000 1 08 
Weighing not more than 3 lbs. per 1, 000 and of Lb 0 18 
a wholesale value or oon not exceeding 1,000 0 54 
2 dols. per 1,000 .. 
Weighing more than 3 lbs. per 1 1,000 3 60 
O!eomargarine,' butterine, lardine, &e.; all mixtures 
and compounds of oleomargarine, lardine, &c, ; 
all lard and tallow extracts, and a]l mixtures and 
compounds of tallow, beef fat, suet, lard, lard oil, 
vegetable oil, annotto and other colouring matter, 
intestinal fat, and offal fat, made in imitation of | 
butter, or intended to be sold as or fcr butter ... ae 0 15 
Prepared smoking opium 10 00 
Mixed flour— 
In barrels ce 196 lbs.or more than 98 Ibs.|_ Barrel 0 O4 
riels 49 ,, | Barrel 0 02 
” ” 49 243., 0 01 
Per pack 
54 cards | | 


*The full duty is 12 cents per lb, but a discount of 20 per cent. is allowed 
thereon. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


GERMANY. 


The British Vic2-Consul at Harburg reports that a large enterprise 
Projected Free is, it is said, projected in that town by the 
Port ‘ak Harb Prussian Government, by which Harburg 
"8: would in every respect be made to rank fully 
with the large neighbouring port of Hamburg. ‘This project 
consists in making Harburg a free port accessible for the largest 
steamers, and in constructing the port on the same principles as 
Hamburg. Large tracts of land suitably situated have been 
appropriated for this purpose by the Government. 

It is, indeed, to be seriously feared that the new German steamer 
line, which will offer special advantages to the export trade of 
Germany, will have a most prejudicial effect upon British trade to 
South Africa, unless, indeed, British steamships are placed in a 
position to be able to compete with the German line on an equal 
footing. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


FRANCE. 


At a meeting of the Executive Council of the Association of 
Maritime Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom 
, held on the 11th inst., it was stated that 
letters had been written to the Chambers of 
Commerce of Havre, Rouen, and Dankirk, enclosing a copy of 
the resolution passed on the subject of Maritime Brokerage 
at the Annual Meeting of the Association, and urging a 
substantial reduction of the fees now charged. The Rouen 
Chamber had replied that the question of Maritime Brokerage 
in French ports had given rise to much discussion, and owing 
to the private interest at stake was anything but easy to solve, 
and further that they (the Rouen Chamber) had enquired into 
the matter but had not yet come to a decision. The )ankirk 
Chamber stated in their reply that the unanimous opinion of their 
members is absolutely opposed to that urged in the letter of the 
Association, and they further refer to the fact that the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, in 1899, speaking in the name of the French 
Government, notified to the English and Danish Governments 
that the unanimous opinion of the French Chambers and Tribunals 
of Commerce was for the maintenance of the status quo, so far as 
concerns the institution and tariffs of Brokerage in France. 


Brokerage. 
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UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 


H.M. Consul for Porto Rico reports that, although throughout the 
year there was considerable discussion as to 


Ro: a harbour improvement, such as dredging the 
me rae main channel to a safe depth for the reception 


of the larger class of man-of war, which, under- 
existing circumstances decline to make use of it, nothing has been 
done or determined, nor has anything been concluded as to the site 


of the projected new naval station. However, during the year 


1900 a large and commodious commercial roofed pier, 480 feet 
long by 80 feet wide, was built, capable of accommodating vessels 
up to 26 feet draught of water. It has all modern facilities for 
loading, discharging, and watering. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,647.) 


VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade have received notice, through the Foreign 
Office, that a Presidential Decree was issued on 


the 3rd ult., enacting that the loading or 
and unloading of the regular lines of steamers 
Steamships. 


trading with Venezuela shall take place from 
7 to 11 a.m. and from 12 noon to 5 p.m. 

If a steamer is to leave again on the day of arrival and an 
extension of time is required in order to enable her to do so, the 
Customs will grant half an-hour beyond 5 p.m., and are entitled to 
make the following charges for the extra half-hour :— 

At La Guaira and Puerto Cabello, 150 bolivares, or about 61. 

Maraeaibo and Carupano 125 dl. 
;, Other Ports 100 Al. 


PERSIA. 


The Acting British Consul at Resht reports that the Caucasus and 
: Mercury Steam Navigation Company, which is 
8.8, Serviceon the sidised by the Russian Government to carry 


— — troops and mails in the Caspian Sea, runs a 
cng regular mail service between Russia and Persia. 
Persian Ports. 


The mails run twice a week between Baku 
and Enzelli as follows :— 

Depart from Baku Sunday, arrive at Enzelli Tuesday; depart 
from Enzelli Tuesday, arrive at Baku Thursday ; depart from Baku 
Tuesday, arrive at Enzelli Thursday ; depart from Enzelli Thursday, 
arrive at Baku Saturday. 

This service, however, is only in the summer months when the 
Volga is not frozen. From November to April the steamers ru2 


| 
« 
| 
| 
j 
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only once a week, leaving Baku on Sunday and Enzelli on Tuesday 
as above. 

Enzelli being an open roadstead exposed to violent north winds 
is often a very difficult port to land at, and it frequently happens 
that passengers are obliged to return to Baku to await propitious 
weather. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,648.) 


CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Newchwang reports that when operations were 
suspended in the middle of June, 1900, the 
Chinese railway was running daily trains from 
Newchwang to Shan Hai Kuan. The earth- 
works on the Hsin Min Ting extension were nearing that town. 
The line was not much damaged by the Boxers. In fact, trains 
were kept running by.the Chinese between Shan Hai Kuan and 
Chin Chou all through the trouble, and the Russians on working 
their way along the line in October found it in good order. 

The Russo-Chinese line was running trains from Port Arthur 
to Tich Ling, some 40 miles north of Moukden. This line was 
more damaged but more quickly repaired for military purposes. 
It is being rapidly pushed forward. (Report dated April last.) 
Construction trains at the time of the report were running to Kai 
Yuan, 25 miles north of Tich Ling, and work was also going on 
from Harbin, near Hulan on the Sungari river. From Harbin 
there is already connection for construction purposes with 
Vladivostock. The distance in a straight line from Newchwang to 
Harbin is about 500 miles, and from Harbin to Vladivostock about 
400 miles. The railway line is of course much longer. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,646.) 


Railways in 
Manchuria. 


In the same report it is stated that, despite the troublous times, 
Tageand Lighters °,2°* feature was introduced into the trade of 

g the port during the year 1900. The Newch- 
wang Steam Ferry Tug and Lighter Company 
commenced work with one small tug, the 8.8. “ Guilcar,” and three 
lighters. The want of such facilities for dealing with cargo in this 
harbour, where wharfage accommodation is limited, has long been 
felt. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,646.) 


at Newchwang. 


The Acting British Consul at Samshui, in his last report, writes of 
The Use of i. nag pass system.in his district as 
a wha Mg “Considering that as recently as 1894, in a 
ers. report on the trade of Canton, H.M. Consul 

stated that ‘the transit pass system is now never availed of, for the 
simple reason that the Chinese trader has been made to understand 
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that it is better for him to leave it alone,’ it is very satisfactory to 
record that out of 3,446 passes issued 3,130 were taken out by 
Chinese. Many of the passes were taken out for very small 
quantities, and the average value was only 141. In one case the 
value of the goods (destined for Hunan) was under 2I., this was 
probably an experiment to see whether the pass would be respected. 
As merchants gain confidence in the protection afforded by passes, 
I think the trade is likely to grow, for this is the most convenient 
port for feeding the north-west part of this province, as well as 
large portions of Hunan and Kianghsi. Only two cases of 
interference with transit-pass goods have been brought to my 
notice during the year, both of which have been satisfactorily 
settled. One of them affords a curious illustration of the devious 
channels into which trade is forced by the native system of taxation. 
The goods were destined for a place on the coast of this province 
about 100 miles south-west by sea from Hong-Kong. Instead of 
proceeding direct they came over 100 miles north-west, and, having 
obtained a transit pass, returned over nearly the same route. 
After paying the treaty duties, the extra freight for some 250 miles, 


and transhipping charges, the cost of Jaying down the goods at the | 


place of consumption was still nearly 16 per cent. less than by the 
direct route on which they would have been liable to na‘ive taxation, 
not counting the ‘squeezes’ and delays to which they wou!d also 
have been exposed.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,645.) 


MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


In continuation of the summaries of the statements recently issued 
—— by the Statistical Office of H.M. Customs, 
Po London (as supplements to the London Bills 
ant. — ~? of Entry), published in the “ Board of Trade 
emeee Journal” for 20th ult., pp. 681-2, and in 
apneaaaaery. previous issues, showing the quantities of certain 
iron and steel goods imported into the United Kingdom, the 
following tables show, (1) Steel rails, (2) Steel, unwrought, (3) Iron 
and steel manufactures (girders, beams, joists, and pillars), (4) Pig- 
iron, (5) Iron (bar, angle, bolt, and rod) imported into the United 
Kingdom during the month of June, 191, as compared with 
the corresponding month of 1900, distinguishing the ccrntres 


of origin :— 


“4 


fi 
| 

| 
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(1) Steel Rails.* 
June June 
Countries from which Imported. 1900. 1901. 
‘Tons. ‘Tons. 
Belgium... wes 204 263 
United States ... 282 734 
Totals “ip .. Ton: 1,5 1 2,007 
* Included with Iron Manufactures unenumerated prior to 19v0. 
(2) Steel, unwrought. th 
Countries from which Imported. 
‘Lous. Lops. 
Sweden ... és 1,725 463 
Belgium ... ome 69 319 
France ... ove 35 
United States, Atlantic 14,988 412 


(3) Iron and Steel Manufactures (Girders, Beams, Joists and Pillars). 


Countries from which Imported. 1900. 1901. 
‘Tons. ‘ons 

Belgium ese 6,766 8,304 
United States ... 701 16 
Totals a oie SORE 8,869 9,705 

(4) Pig-iron. 

June June. 
Countries from which Imported. 1900. 1901. 
Jons. Tons. 
France ... see 107 63 
Spain... soe eee 268 500 

United States ... 4,829 346 
Totals Tons 12,164 7,022 


q 
7 
4 
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(5) Iron (Bar, Angle, Bolt and Rod). 


‘ June, June, 
Countries from which Imported. 1900. | 1901 
Tons Tons. 
Austria-Hungary ove ose 7 
United States ... 1,348 51 
Totals 9,044 8,481 


RHODESIA. 
The following particulars relating to the output of gold in Rhodesia 
since September, 1898, the earliest date for which 
Output of Gold. returns are available, have been received at the 
Board of Trade from the London Agency of the 


Rhodesia Chamber of Mines :— 
Ozs. Dwts, 
Total output from 1890 to 3ist December, 1898 25,254 16 


Year ended 31st December, 1899 ee 65,303 13 

February, ., cas 12,286 19 
March, __ieo, ... 14,289 8 
April, .. 14,998 5 
May, ’ cS 14,469 15 
June, 14,863 0 


Total output, 1890, to June, 1901 .. 264,056 1 


AUSTRALIA. 
An extraordinary issue of the “ Hobart Gazette,” dated 28th May 
a last, contains a Tasmanian Government notice 
ae il promulgating regulations under the “ Mining 
ne agen Act, 1900,” to take effect on and from the 15th 
Mining Act, June, 1901 

Santen The “Gazette” containing the regulations 
econ may he seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 

London, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p-m. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the New York “ Journal of Commerce” of the 25th 
, ult., the American Iron and Steel Association 
‘eo Seen has ascertained from the manufacturers that 
' the production of iron and steel wire rods in 
the United States in 1900 amounted to 846,291 tons (of 2,240 lbs. 
each), against 1,036,398 tons in 1899 and 1,071,683 tons in 1898, 
showing a decrease of 190,107 tons, or over 18 per cent. in 1900 
as compared with 1899. Of the total production in 1900, 
1,929 tons were iron rods and 844,362 tons were steel. 

The United States still imports considerable quantities of the finer 
grades of iron and steél wire rods, particularly the latter. The 
total imports amounted to 21,092 tons in 1900, 17,964 tons in 
1899, 15,985 tons in 1898, and 16,459 tons in 1897, the imports 
coming chiefly from Sweden, Norway, and Great Britain. The 
exports of steel wire rods amounted to 10,652 tons in 1900, 
a tons in 1899, 18,510 tons in 1898 and 10,484 tons in 
1897. 

The production of steel wire nails in the United States in 1900 
amounted to 7,233,979 kegs of 100 lbs, as compared with 
7,618,130 kegs in 1899, a decrease of 384,151 kegs, or over 
5 per cent. 


PERU. 
H.M. Consul-General at Callao reports that the town of Cerro de 
Pasco is built in the very centre of the mining 
Mining Industry. district, and has a population of 5,000 inhabi- 
tants. The climate is cold, the temperature 
fluctuating during the day between 50 deg. and 55 deg. Fahr., 
falling as low as 18 deg. during the months of July, August, and 
September. 

Coal is found in abundance at distances varying from 6 to 20 
miles from Cerro de Pasco, the most important mines being at 
Chacayan and Yanahuanca, 18 miles tothe N.N.W. The cost of 
conveyance of fuel for such short distances is excessive, being from 
11. 16s. to 3l. per ton. Itis consumed in the reverberatory furnaces 
in reducing the copper ore to matte. The question of constructing 
a coal railway has already been taken into consideration, but no 
capital is forthcoming so far. 

Mr. George E. Steel, the British Consular Agent at Cerro de 
Pasco, reported in 1899 that during the year 1898 about 80U tons 
of ores containing up to 45 per cent. of copper were sent monthly 
to Oroya and Casapalca for transmission to Callao for shipment. The 
exportation continued, more or less on the same scale ‘in 1899, but 
a marked improvement took place during 1900. Mr. Steel reports 
that during that year about 12,000 tons of ores containing from 30 
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to 35 per cent. of copper, and 4,800 tons of copper matte containing 
about 50 per cent. of copper were sent from Cerro de Pasco to the 
coast for exportation. The accessible high grade ores are now 
exhausted or nearly so down to the water level, but the quantity of 
low grade ore varying from 15 to 18 per cent. of copper is said to 
be unlimited. 

The mode of transport to Oroya, the terminus of the Central 
Railway, which starts from Callao, is upon animals of burden, and 
very costly, being from 8/. to 9/. per ton, although the distance is 
under 80 miles. All those who are engaged in the mining industry 
in that quarter are mcst anxious to see the prolongation of the 
Central Railway to Cerro de Pasco. This line would cost about 
600,0001. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,639.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Arequipa reports that 11,993,900 Ibs. 

. of borate of lime, worth about 5/. 10s. per ton 

of of 2,240 Ibs. o.b. Mollendo. It has been shipped 

. * Antwerp, Hamburg, Liverpool, and Glasgow, 

but principally to Hamburg. (oreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,639.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


PERSIA. 


The Acting British Consul at Resht reports that the trade in 
Piece-goods piece-goods is divided between Russia and 
Trade in Manchester. The proximity of Russia and 

Northern Persia. cheapness of transport of Russian goods, com- 

bined with industrial progress in Russia have, 
no doubt, been dominant factors in the increase of Russian imports 
into North-Eastern Persia at the expense of British exporters. In 
spite, however, of the enormous advantages enjoyed by Russian 
merchants through the geographical position of Ghilan, a very 
considerable quantity of Manchester goods of all descriptions finds 
its way to the Ghilan bazaars. 

There is no direct trade between the United Kingdom and 
Resht, and all the prints, shirtings, &c., reach Resht through 
Bagdad and Tabriz. 

The Consul adds that Manchester white shirtings practically 
enjoy a monopoly in Ghilan. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,648.) 


156 
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CHINA. 
The Acting British Consul at Samshui reports that, in 1900, of 
foreign imports cotton goods were valued at 
Cotton Goods at 80,000d,, a decline of 124,0001., or about 61 per 
cent. The principal items were grey shirtings, 
15,5001. (decrease 10,800/.); white shirtings, 21,200/. (decrease 
11,8001.); T-cloths, 4,600/. (decrease 4,400/.); Japanese cotton 
flannel, 1,800/. (decrease 4001.) ; Japanese cotton cloth and crape, 
1,6001. gn 8001.) ; Indian yarn, 30,1001. (decrease 90,100/.). 

The Consul, referring to the above, writes as follows :—“ These 
figures present some rather striking contrasts. The value of 
cotton goods last year was nearly equal to the total amount of 
foreign imports this year; Indian yarn alone last year exceeded 
by 50 per cent. the total value of cotton goods, including yarn, 
this year. In 1899 cotton goods represented considerably over 
one-half of the foreign imports, in 1900 they represented only a 
little over one-third, and account for some 97 per cent. of the total 
decrease in imports. I am unable to find any explanation why 
cotton goods specially suffered, unless it be that they constitute a 
more permanent investment of capital, and therefore more liable to 
loss in case of political troubles than the perishable articles which 
form so large a proportion of the imports. 

“The imports of cotton goods amounted to nearly 25,0001., an 
increase of about one-half. Shirtings and T-cloths made up about 
53 per cent. of this total, Indian yarn 25 per cent., and the 
remainder was mostly Japanese cotton flannel and cloth. It is 
noteworthy that Kumchuk took over 7,000/. worth of manufactured 
cotton goods, against about 300/. last year. ‘This was probably- 
due to the removal of the likin barrier between that place and the 
large neighbouring town of Kowkong towards the end of the 
summer, since nearly all these goods were imported during the 
latter half of the year.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2645.) 


AGRICULTURE, 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 


Corn Prices. the week ended the 13th inst., were as follow :— 
Barley... 238. 10d. 


For further particulars see p. 179. 
A Statement is published on p. 180, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imports imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. oduce. week ended the 13th inst., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


B 


158 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 18, 1901. 


Agriculture. 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch dated 27th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, trans- 


re oe of mitting a report on the Warsaw Wool Fair 
1901. for 1901. 


The report states that this annual gathering 
took place on Saturday and Monday, the 15th and 17th of 
June, this being the second year that the official duration of the 
fair has been limited to two days instead of, as formerly, four. 

The fair is of most importance to Polish and Russian buyers, 
though two or three representatives of German firms usually 
attend, but made no purchases this year as prices were higher than 
abroad. 

Foreign influence has ceased to be the dominating factor 
at the fair, and the wool is now bought locally or by factories 
in Russia, who use it for the finest cloth and the most ex- 
pensive woollen materials. The chief buyers of higher qualities 
in Russia are the Stieglitz factory, the Thornton Company, the 
factory of Baron Urgern-Sternberg on the Island of Dago, local 
buyers being Messrs. Fiedler in Opatow, and Messrs. Repphan at 
Kalisz, and others. Inferior qualities go to Tomaszow, Bialystok, 
and other local factories. 

The following tables show how the fair compared with those held 
on preceding years :— 


1899, 1900. 1901. 
Quantity for sale— Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Stock of preceding year... ise ae 112,320 149,230 201,400 
Brought to the fair 1,686,000 1,814,400 1,804,900 
Total for sale 1,798,320 1,963,630 2,006,300 
Year. Quantity Sold. 
Lbs. 
1,528,560 


The wool was insured for the sum of 128,500/., which is probably 
under its real value, as the risks of fire are 80 very small. 

The Committee in their report recommended the appointment. 
of official agents or middlemen at the fair, but as they have made 
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the same recommendation for several years past without effect, it 
is not likely that anything will come of it. The Warsaw Agricul- 
tural Society offered to undertake the sale of wool on commission, 
sending circulars to that effect to all members, but this year at 
any rate, little advantage was taken of their offer, although the 
irresponsible agents’ middlemen, through whose hands the business 
of the fair now mostly passes, are the subject of endless complaint, 
and the cause of many misunderstandings. 

293 sheep were also brought to the market, but only 50 were 
sold, at prices varying from 41. to 121. The reason more were not 
sold was the want of grazing and the general impecuniosity of the 
farmers. 


SWEDEN. 


The hihowing précis of a report concerning the production of 

beetroot-sugar and the connection of this 

nan ag industry with agriculture in Sweden has been 

soe received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office :— 

The production of beetroot-sugar has become, during the last 
few years, one of the principal industries in Sweden, by means of 
which the annual imports have been reduced by 20,000,000 kronor 
(1,111,0007.). 

This industry, which cannot exist without considerable protection, 
encountered great obstacles before attaining its present prosperous 
condition owing to the hostility of the advocates of free trade. The 
sugar refiners also strongly opposed it at first, but they have now 
purchased the greater part of the shares. 

This industry, originally established to further the interests of 
agriculture, has failed to attain that object, the cultivators finding 
themselves in the power of the great capitalists who possess the 
greater part of the shares. In order to render themselves inde- 
pendent of the cultivators, the manufacturers are purchasing 
considerable properties in Scania, the most fertile province of 
Sweden. The older manufactories do also everything in their 
power to prevent the formation of new companies in order to keep the 
industry in their own hands, in some cases threatening to establish 
a rival industry in close proximity to any new company wishing to 
establish itself. 

In 1896-97 the supply of beetroot-sugar exceeded the demand 
by 20,000 tons of raw sugar, thereby causing great discontent 
among the refiners, who demanded the levy of a tax on the 
exportation of raw sugar, as they were afraid of losing part of the 
bounty and of encouraging new companies to compete in the 
industry. But in 1898 and 1899, however, there was a large 
deficit in the production, and considerable quantities of sugar had 
to be imported. 


w 


B 
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BULGARIA. 


A report on the sugar beet industry and Government sugar 
bounties in Bulgaria has been received at the 

Sugar Bounties. Foreign Office, from Mr. Elliot, H.M. Agent 
and Consul-General at Sofia. 

In the above report it is stated that the yield of beet in 
Bulgaria in 1898 was 6,237 tons, which increased to 9,311 tons in 
1899, and 27,560 tons in 1900, and is expected to show a total of 
45,000 tons for the current year. 

In 1899 the Government, on the representation of the Factory 
Company that they could not otherwise compete with foreign 
bounty-fed sugars, agreed to give a bounty of five francs per ton of 
beet delivered at the factory. The price paid to the producers per 
ton of beet was in consequence increased from 15 to 20 francs ; 
this figure is, however, subject to modification according to the 
terms of the contracts between the factory and the peasants. The 
factory makes advances to the peasants on the security of their 
crops of beet, according to the figures furnished by the company, 
and read in the “Sobranie” on the 2nd inst. the advances for this 
year amount to 900,000 francs; but some mistake must have been 
made, since that sum would be equivalent to the full value of the 
expected crop of 45,000 tons at 20 francs per ton. The importation 
of foreign sugar has diminished from 9,891 tons in 1898 to 6,860 
tons in 1900. In order to obtain a footing in the local markets, 
the native sugar has been sold below the petens ruling for imported 
sugars, the figures being per 


898. 1899. 1900. 
Austro-Hungarian sugar 67 frs. 68°0 frs. 72 frs. 
Bulgarian sugar 66:5 ,, 68 ,, 


The company estimates that at these prices it has lost 16 francs 
per 100 kilogs. of sugar sold, the production of beet having 
hitherto been insufficient for the full capacity of the factory. 
Under these circumstances the Government bounty is of great 
importance to it, and the Sobranje having refused to pass the 
credit for this year’s bounty, the Director of the factory threatens 
to repudiate his contracts with the peasants and to close the 
establishment. The argument of the opponents of the bounty 
was that the Government which granted it under the law for the 
encouragement of native industries acted ultra vires in not obtain- 
ing for it the sanction of the Sobranje. It was held also that the 
extension of the concession of the Company (of which it has not 
yet availed itself) to construct sugar factories over practically the 
whole of Bulgaria, created in its favour a monopoly which is not 
in the public interest. The Government used its utmost efforts, 
short of making it a question of confidence, to induce the House 
to vote the bounty, but the motion was rejected on two separate 
occasions. 


| | 

| 
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Mr. Elliot adds, that it is probable that during the recess 
some means will be found of arranging matters, not so much 
out of consideration for the important foreign capital involved, 
as out of regard for the interests of the native cultivators, 


TURKEY IN ASIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Adalia reports that sericulture, which 
some 45 years ago was a thriving source of 

Sericulture. revenue for his district, was almost abandoned 

until the last few years owing to disease that 
had attacked the silkworm, but is again reviving after a 
thorough change of the local eggs for that imported from 
France, Syria, and Broussa; the industry promises well for the 
future, sericulturists giving some attention to extend new planta- 
tions of young mulberry trees imported from Mersina. 

Writing on the same subject, the British Vice-Consul at Smyrna 
says that about 40 tons of cocoons were produced in 1900, which, 
after one-quarter had been reserved for local use, were sent in 
equal proportions to France and Italy. Local eggs (originally 
from Bagdad) are used, French and Italian eggs not having proved 
a success. The cocoons are of better quality than those from 
Brcussa, and are sold at from 3s. 6d. to 4s. the lb., giving a profit 
of four to one. The Government is offering prizes to encourage 
sericulture. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,641.) 


PERSIA. 


Writing on the subject Persia the 
: ' Acting British Consul at Resht reports that of 
in the Ghilan, and the exportation of dried 

cocoons has part passu increased to an enormous extent. 

Notwithstanding the heavy fall of prices in Europe, the 
quantity of cocoons exported during the year 1900 showed an 
increase of no less than 436,800 Ibs. as compared with the figures 
for 1899, which is very satisfactory. 

Until the year 1900 the natives contented themselves with 
selling their cocoons locally to the European and Armenian buyers, 
but this year many merchants exported direct to Milan and 
Marseilles. Owing to bad markets caused by heavy imports of 
cocoons, over-production of silk in Lyons and Milan in 1899, and 
other reasons, the result of their experiment has been disastrous 
for them, and I believe that in the majority of cases the cocoons 
are still unsold. 

During the year 1899 the average price of fresh cocoons in 
Resht was 224 krans (equivalent at, exchange of 51°80 krans per 
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11.), to 8s. 8d. for 1 shah maund (13 lbs.). In 1900 the average 
price was 204 krans, about 10 per cent. lower, but as exchange 
was lower, viz., 50°40 krans, there is a disproportionate 
difference in the sterling equivalent which works out to 8s. 2d. 
for 13 Ibs. 

When cocoons are ready they are packed in bales and despatched 
to Baku by sea. Thence by rail to the port of Batoum, whence 
the remainder of the journey to Marseilles is accomplished by sea. 
’ The Persian Government charges an export duty of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem on cocoons, but there are no other Government taxes. 

Silkworm eggs are imported principally from Broussa and 
Gimlek, in Asia Minor. A small quantity of French eggs is 
imported. The supply usually greatly exceeds the demand, the 
natural consequence being violent competition between the various 
“graineurs,” who are for the most part Levantines, (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,648.) 


“MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


In the July issue of the “ Labour Gazette,” it is reported that the 
general state of employment improved some- 


PE pty what during June, but remained worse than a 
year ago. 
amp, 1202. In the 143 Trade Unions, with an aggregate 


membership of 541,651, making returns, 18,605 (or 3-4 per cent.) 
were reported as unemployed at the end of June, compared with 
3°6 per cent. in May, and with 2°6 per cent. in the 138 Unions, 
with a membership of 533,119, from which returns were received 
for June, 1900. 

The above report is based on 2,521 returns, viz., 1,752 from 
Employers, 624 from Trade Unions, and 145 from other sources. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 11th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 45,457 and the number imported during the 
28 weeks ended the 11th inst. was 1,905,659. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 11th 
inst., 9,980 bales, and for the 28 weeks, 168,714. 
For further details see p. 178. 


| 
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The values of the fish returned as landed on the coasts of the 
British Isles during the month of June, 1901, 


Fishery Statistics. were as follow :— 
£ 
English and Welsh Coasts ... 527,165 


Trish Coasts ... 37,688 
Detailed statistics as regards England and Wales for the month 
of June will be found on p. 181, as regards Scotland on p. 182, 
and as regards Ireland on p. 183. 


The following table, compiled from statements issued by the 
Cement, Phos Statistical Office of H.M. Customs, London, 
rae ‘Li “shows the quantity of cement, phosphate of lime, 

P of ume, and rock phosphate imported into the United 


and Rock Phos- 
phate Trade. eo in the months of June, 1900 and 


Imports of Cement. 


Countries from which Imported. | pom a 
Tons. Tons. 
Holland ses ane 384 954 
Belgium eee ose 7,995 13,484 

Totals Tons} 9,189 18,274 

| 


Notre.—The exports of cement, the produce of the United Kingdom to all 
countries, amounted to 31,253 tons in June, 1901, as compared with 35,137 tons 
in June, 1900. 


Imports of Phosphate of Lime and Rock Phosphate. 


June, June, 
Countries from which Imported. 1900. 1901, 

Tons, Tons 

Holland... 670 490 
Belgium 7,644 3.568 
United States ... ab Sou 4,530 8,173 
Dutch West India Islands 505 

Straits Settlements... 616 


Totals bia .. Tons 26,091 | 26,613 
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A formal investigation was held at the Shire Hall, Chelmsford, on 
the 17th ult., into the circumstances attending 
the Boiler the explosion of a boiler at the Roxwell Mills, 
ie Bat Roxweli, Essex, on the 5th February last. The 
Explosions Act. Court found that the explosion was owing to 
the bottom plate of the boiler having become so reduced by 
corrosion as to be unable to withstand any useful pressure, the 
plate in parts having become reduced to about .),-inch. 

They were of opinion that it was not caused by the neglect of 
the owner, but that it was caused by the neglect of the boiler 
repairer who assented to the boiler being worked at a pressure of 
20 or 25 lbs. per square inch, after having seen the corrosion. 

The Court held the firm of engineers responsible for the neglect 
of their servant, and they were ordered to pay the sum of 101. 
towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


Inquiries under 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Wellington, 
Shropshire, on the 24th and 25th ult., into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at the Ercall View Colliery, 
Dawley Bank, on the 16th April last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

The Court found that the explosion was owing to the uptake 
being reduced to such an extent as to be no longer able to with- 
stand the pressure to which it was subjected. 

It ruptured circumferentially, the thickness of the’ plate in the 
vicinity varying from ;}, inch to a knife-edge. 

The Court were of opinion that the owners of the boiler were 
justified in employing the boiler-smith to examine it, and that the 
explosion was not due to their neglect. 

They found that the boiler-smith was not competent to examine 
a boiler, but that he had quite sufficient knowledge to enable him 
to detect the wasting and corrosion of the uptake, which he must 
have known was an element of danger, and that the explosion was 
due to his neglect. : 

Having regard to the fact that the boiler-smith was in poor 
circumstances, the Court ordered him to pay the sum of 2/. towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. ‘ 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Wakefield, on 
the 21st and 22nd ult. into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at the Agbrigg farm on the 7th March last, 
whereby loss of life ensued. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the fire-box being 
completely worn out and unfit to withstand the pressure to which 
it was subjected, the plates in the vicinity of the rupture having 
become reduced by corrosion to 7’; of an inch. 

The Court were of opinion that the owner should have 


= 
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caused the boiler to be periodically examined by a competent 
person, but, having regard to the instructions given by him to the 
man who was sent over to effect repairs in 1900, that this explosion 
was not caused by his neglect. 

The Court found that the man sent over to effect repairs and test 
the boiler thereafter was not competent to do so, and that he was 
not competent to examine a boiler. He discovered a serious 
defect in the wasted stay, but he was unable to appreciate its 
importance. 

The Court were of opinion that there was negligence on the part 
of the firm of engineers at York in sending over an unqualified 
man to effect these repairs and to test the boiler without competent 
supervision, ahd then found that the explosion was caused by the 
neglect of the man, for which they held his employers responsible. 

The Court ordered the firm to pay the sum of 30/1. towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The following particulars relating to the trade of Western 
Australia in 1900 and the preceding year, are 
Trade in 1900. taken from the annual statistics issued by the 
Collector of Customs of the Colony, as published 

by the Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce ” :— 


Imports. | | Exports. 
From and To. —| 
1899. 1900. | 1899. | 1900. 
| 
United Kingdom ... we) 1,550,000 2,226,000 | 38,774,000 | 4,268,000 
Other parts of Australia ...) 2,304,000 2,675,000 2,937,000 | 1,'25,000 
New Zealand 9,000 68,000 | * 
Other British Possessions... 163,000 280,000 || 192,000 | 1,215,000 
Foreign countries ... “ee 448,000 713,000 || 82,000 | 244,000 
Total 4,476,000 5,962,000 || 6,985,000 6,852,000 


* Less than 400/. 


The most noticeable feature in the above comparison is the 
falling off in the inter-State trade. As regards imports of 
Australian goods from Victoria, the years were about even, but 
South Australia shipped over 245,000/. more to the West. The 
falling off in exports to other States is mainly caused by the 
diversion of gold direct to London and India, through the operation 
of the Perth Mint. On the other hand, there is a very large 
increase in the value of the exports to ‘‘ Other British Possessions.” 
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EGYPT. 


> 


In the report recently issued by the Foreign Office on the trade of 
Egypt, it is stated that most of the commercial 


— f travellers who visit Egypt are not of English 
Co im reial nationality; in fact, a large percentage of 
cite British firms now employ German travellers, 


This, it is pointed out in the report, is not a 
desirable state of things, and it is obvious that, in order to remedy 
it, the training up of young Englishmen to push British trade 
abroad should be vigorously and systematically taken in hand. 
Capable young men, who have had a good practical grounding in 
the business they represent, should be induced to study the 
languages of the various countries in which they propose to operate. 
A fund could be provided which would enable young men to be 
sent to Egypt, Turkey, Persia, India, and China, to study the trade 
requirements on the spot, and special prizes should be given for 
proficiency in the various languages. 

Local agents with a knowledge of the trade should be appointed, 
but such agents should not at the same time represent continental 
firms dealing in the same class of goods. British commission 
agents should be obtained where possible. A large portion of the 
British trade is at present in the hands of German commission 
agents. 


In the same report it is noted that foreign firms issue price-lists 
and catalogues in metric and English figures. 
are eta It would fe to the advantage of British firms 
y were they to follow the example of their 
competitors in this respect. The British manufacturer is some way 
behind his continental rival in the preparation and drawing of 
plans. German and Swiss houses send out drawings which are 
models of neatness and accuracy. It is also pointed out how 
desirable it is that draughtsmen in the United Kingdom should be 
equally at home in their own and in the metrical system of 
measurements. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 557.) 


NORWAY. 
The following notice appeared in the “ London Gazette” of the 
lati: 12th inst. :-— 
A new Law came into force in Norway on 
the Ist inst. under which 
gc (a) Lodging-house keepers must record in a 


book the name, address and occupation of any 
traveller residing with them, the place at which he last stayed, his 
destination and the date of his arrival and departure. 
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(>) Foreigners wishing to take up their residence or seek a 
livelihood in Norway must report their intention on arrival, and if 
required, present themselves before the local head of the police, or 
the district magistrate. If either before or immediately after 
arrival a foreigner obtains regular employment, he may delay so 
reporting himself for eight days. 

Any traveller refusing to furnish the information referred to in 
paragraph (a) or giving such information falsely, and any foreigner 
failing to report himself as required in paragraph (b), is liable to 
the punishment of a fine. 


~SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a memorandum, dated 2nd July, by H.M. 


or ag Commercial Attaché at Berlin on the Swedish 
—- Industrial Exhibition at Gefle, an important 


port in the north of Sweden. The exhibition, 
which is chiefly of iron and timber products, will remain open until 
15th August, and on the 8th of July there was to be an extensive 
additional exhibition of Swedish agricultural products. This com- 
plete industrial exhibition is the first of its kind ever held in the 
north, and would doubtless be worth the visit of some representa- 
tive person from the British iron trade, for it affords an excellent 
opportunity—the first since the Stockholm Exhibition of 1897— 
of studying the great advance made in that particular trade in 
Sweden in late years. 

There are also, however, exhibits of all the chief Swedish 
industries, besides very complete collections of the Sléyd Schools 
products, for which Sweden is so famous. A list of the different 
groups of exhibits is given below. No foreign machinery of any 
kind was to have been admitted ; but, nevertheless, there are some 
foreign machines being shown which bear a plate with a Swedish 
agent’s name. Several American machines were particularly 
noticeable, and “ Calvert’s Patent Economiser” of steam, made in 
. England. The firm of Sandviken was extensively represented 
in its many lines of manufacture, that of Iggesund had also a 
large exhibit. 

Mr. Gastrell calls' particular attention to one exhibit, namely, 
that of ‘‘ Gysinge Aktiebolag ” at Gysinge, not far from Gefle. That 
factory was brought into direct railway communication with Gefle, 
on the 30th of June, by a new line opened from that port to Sala. The 
Company hasa separate pavilion whereit has, besides samples of wood- 
pulp paper, a special show of its so-called “ electro-steel,” that is, of 
products of the lately invented process of smelting by electric heat. 
It shows ‘“ bar-iron and raw materials,” viz., ore, pig-iron, ingots 
and foundry-steel consisting of ingots, bars, and manufactured 
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articles produced by the electric process ” to quote the catalogue. 
This process is being worked there, for the first time in Sweden, 
by a Swede who is reported to claim that he has effected some 
improvement in it which is kept secret. Apparently, no admit- 
tance to the works is permitted. Finished articles, such as tools, 
scissors, &c., are shown. 
The headings of the 16 groups of which the exhibition is 
composed are as follows :— 
No. 1. Stone, mineral, and peat industries. 

2. Ore and metal industries. 

3. Tools, implements, and machinery of all kinds. 

4, Ship, boat, and barge builders. 
»» 0. Wood industry. 

6. Textile and clothing industry. 

7. Skin and leather industry. 

8. Paper industry. 

9. Chemicals. 
5, 10. Statistics. 
» 11. Food products. 
» 12. Electro-technical industry. 
18. Paintings, decorations, Xc. 
14. Musical instruments. 
,, 15. Home industry and ladies’ work. Collective exhibits 

of school materials and handiwork. 

,, 16. Sport and travel section. 


NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch dated 25th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Legation at the Hague, transmitting 


gear copy of extract from the “‘ Netherlands Official 
a Gazette” of the 12th ult., containing a 


Ministerial Decree to the effect that by the 
Phosphorus Matches Law of 28th May last, it is prohibited :— 

From the 1st July, 1901—Wilfully to manufacture or cause to 
be manufactured phosphorus matches, as also to import phosphorus 
matches in this sense, that the transit of phosphorus matches is 
still allowed. 

From the 1st January, 1902—To convey phosphorus matches in 
larger quantities than 100 grammes at a time, as also to have 
phosphorus matches in stock for sale. 

By phosphorus matches the aforesaid Law means matches in 
- which there is white phosphorus. 

The Decree also declares that the wax matches imported into 
the Netherlands are phosphorus matches ; that phosphorus matches 
in that country are obtainable in the trade packed both in round 
chip boxes and in the so-called slide boxes; and that phosphorus 
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matches on being rubbed on almost any more or less rough surface 
may be set alight, and on flaming up spread a distinct smell of 
garlic. 

A translation of the above Law may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament-street, London, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 
The British Vice-Consul at Leghorn reports that the famous 
boracie acid of Tuscany has now formidable 
Trade of Leghorn. competitors in the borates of California, South 
America, and Persia, but, as will be seen from 
the statistics given below, this branch of the trade is not unsteady 
and is still considerable. These figures also show that, as a rule, 
when the demand for the native acid is active, the borax locally 
manufactured for export is shipped in lesser quantities. As, for 
instance, in 1895 and 1896, the demand for boracic acid increasing, 
the manufacture of borax consequently fell away. Only about 
30 per cent. of the Tuscan native acid is now shipped tothe United 
Kingdom, but the locally-manufactured borax appears to be 
highly appreciated, for quite four-fifths of it is exported to the 
United Kingdom. It would seem that Tuscan boracic acid, being 
in a free state and associated with valuable salts of ammonia and 
magnesia, can hold its own in the matter of quality against 
boracite, South American borate, or Californian colemanite. It is 
a question of price, and when the Tuscan acid can be had cheap 
it still secures the preference. 
The following table gives the quantity and value of boracic acid 
and borax exported from Leghorn during the last ten years :— 


Boracie Acid. - Borax. 
Year. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. & Tons. £ 

1891 1,914 51,650 617 16,316 
1892 36,350 716 18,932 
1893 27,195 625 16,496 
1894 ee 31,072 527 13,947 
1895 40,378 433 11,414 
1896 2,250 41,107 149 3,335 
1897 22,673 183 4,087 
1898 30,991 335 6,111 
34,652 315 4,867 
Average, 1891-99... | 1,748 35,118 433 10,834 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,637.) 
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GREECE. 
H.M. Consul at Patras, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
Native states that, ever since forced currency was 


Manufactures in in Greece several years ago, local 

the Morea. manulacturers received a great stimulus owing 
to the enormous rise in the rate of exchange 
which was not followed by any corresponding rise in the price 
of the raw products of the country. 

Cotton and wool which are staple products and were mostly. 
exported in the raw shape before the rise in exchange, have since 
been largely used locally for the manufacture of knitted goods, 
such as drawers, vests, hosiery, cottonnades and woollens for cheap 
wearing apparel, bed coverlet, towelling, sheeting, &c. Cotton 
twists which are very extensively used in Greece for work at the 
hand looms, woollen rugs of all descriptions, curtains, furniture 
covering, &c 

Protective duties have also fostered the following native indus- 
tries :—House furniture of all kinds, leather goods of all descrip- 
tions, including shoes, boots, saddlery, straps, trunks, purses, 
portfolios, stationery, &c. 

Common glassware, tumblers, decanters, glass dishes, and cheap 
crockery. 

Silk fabrics, such.a3 handkerchiefs, neckties, material for dresses, 
covering for furniture, &c. 

Amongst miscellaneous articles manufactured locally are 
umbrellas, parasols, glue, &c. 

All the above articles of native manufacture are sold at such 
low prices that there seems no possibility of competing with 
imported goods. 

The Consul adds that it has often been stated in his reports that: 
articles of British manufacture always command a preference in 
the Greek markets, provided they can be sold at anywhere near the 
price of goods imported from other countries, but these latter have 
of late years been manufacturing and introducing articles which, to 
the uneducated eye, are apparently as good and durable as the 
British goods, but are very much cheaper. Thus Italy, has of late 
been underselling Greece with cotton fabrics which are superior to 
the locally manufactured goods, but inferior to the British, and 
are extensively used for underwear, shirts, sheeting, &c. Jute bags 
and jute manufactures of all kinds, carpets, stationery and woollen 
yarns are also coming from Italy and competing in Greece. 


( 
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UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 


H.M. Consul at Porto Rico in his recent report writes as follows: 
‘* With the year (1900) also began the intro- 
| duction of the United States Navigation Laws, 
Sactiaiies tes which, treating Porto Rico as a portion of the 
a Daa Scotian States, prohibit alien bottoms from carrying 
Trade cargo between American ports. Itis anticipated 
; that this will, with the assistance of the new 
tariff (see “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 10th. May, 1900, p. 273), 
have the effect of extinguishing the steady trade in fish and lumber 
which gave regular employment to the Nova Scotian small craft, 
and which in the year ended 30th June, 1898, amounted to 29,333 
tons. Nova Scotia requires for herself but a limited supply of 
Porto Rican produce, and her vessels being deprived of their former 
freights homewards via the United States, her trade with the island 
will diminish down to her positive requirements.” (Foreiyn Office, 
Annual Series, 2,647.) 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINES. 


The following table, taken from the “Monthly Summary of 
Trade for Last Commerce of the Philippine Islands” for 
Ten Months of October last shows the trade of the Philippine 

1900 Islands for the ten months ended October, 1900, 

; compared with the corresponding period of 

1899, distinguishing the countries of origin and destination :— 


Ten Months ended October. 
Countries. Imports. | Exports. 
1899, 1900. | 1899, 1900. 
| | 
Dols. Dols. Dols. | Dols. 
United Kingdom ... ooo] 2,704,389 4,231,918 3,404,152 6,829,306 
Spain 2,385,520 1,643,656 1,024,887 1,252,472 
Other European Countries} 1,673,815 2,944,351 578,409 2,500,668 
Total—Europe | 6,763,674 8,819,925 5,007,448 | 10,582,446 
Hong-Kong... 6,085,510 5,439,647 
China 7,757,508 2,596,627 6,056,840 609,019 
British East Indies | 1,033,227 2,198,739 251,330 1,421,723 
Other Asiatic Countries ... 176,442 1,296,079 1,702,291 815,664 
Total—Asia ... 8,967,177 | 12,176,955 | 8,010,461 8,285,953 
United States ... 1,218,842 | 1,740,209 | 3,421,798 | 2,351,221 
All other Countries me 540,492 160,384 306,409 1,195,442 
Total Dols.) 17,490,185 | 22,897,473 16,746,116 | 22,415,062 
£| 3,643,788 4,770,307 | 3,488,774 4,669,805 


172 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 18, 1901, 


Miscellaneous. 


UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 


In a recent report, H.M. Consul at Porto Rico gives the 
British Trade following table of British trade with Porto Rico 
with Porto Rico for the years 1894-1900, omitting 1898 —the 
* war year—for which no complete return can 

be made, the figures having been obtained from Spanish returns :— 


| Value. 


Year, 

| Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 


* War year. 


(Foreiqn Office, Annual Series, 2,647.) 


In the same report it is stated that the first months of the year 
Exchange and 1900 well kept up the universal enhancement 
Credit in Porto 2” the prices which had set _in on the American 

Rico occupation, but it exceeded all expectations in 
; August on the substitution of the United States 
coinage for the provincial, of which 1°663 pesos equalled 1 dol., 

United States of America. 

The British Vice-Consul at Aguadilla, states that the operation 
of the exchange has effected a considerable reduction of the floating 
capital which, it is feared, may bring 2 monetary crisis, if said 
capital be not increased by money imported from the United States, 
and consequently business men are very attentive to what might 
happen in this particular affair. 

The British Vice-Consul at Ponce, reports that the Dingley 
Tariff, which came into force on Ist May, cut off the European 
credits which merchants had, as all the large importations which 
came at six and even nine months’ credit, principally from the 
United Kingdom, Germany, France, and Spain, had to be almost 
entirely replaced with United States imports, which are only 
obtained on a strictly cash basis. 

These European credits enabled many merchants to help 
planters who settled their accounts during crop time, binding 
themselves by mortgages on their plantations. 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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This arrangement was of mutual convenience owing to profits 
to merchants on importations, and facilities to planters to prepare 
and increase their crops. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,647.) 


H.M. Consul at Porto Rico also reports that the great enterprises 

projected, which, when in operation, will with- 
Want of Capital. out doubt bring a good measure of prosperity 

with them, primarily through the employment 
of the superabundance of unemployed Jabour—almost starving in 
some districts—all seem to be hanging fire for want of capital, 
which, although ready, it is said, will not come forward until the 
affairs of the island assume a more settled condition. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,647.) 


PARAGUAY. 


H.M. Consul at Villa Asuncion, in a report on the trade of 
Paraguay in 1900, says that it is exceedingly 
Trade in 1900. difficult to obtain trustworthy information as 
to the share taken by various countries in 
the import trade of Asuncion owing to the fact that the greater 
part of European goods are shipped out of bond from Buenos Ayres 
to Paraguay. 
The following, however, may be considered as a fair statement 
of the imports from abroad :— 
The value of the total imports during the year 1900 may be 
estimated at 367,7241., and the approximate share borne by the 
United Kingdom at abont 167,710I., as follows :— 


Imports from the United Kingdom-— £ 
Tronware and tools 24,268 
Drugs and chemicals ‘ibe wits 13,364 
Dry goods, consisting of sacking cloth, linen 

cloth, cashmere, flannel, cotton stuffs, coarse 
cotton linen, prints ... 102,062 
Imports from France— 
Dry goods, including cashmeres, merino shawls, 
cotton cloth, coarse cotton, linen cotton, 
stuffs and sundries ... 26,882 
All other articles 54,637 
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Imports from Germany— £ 
Wire, hardware, tools, &c. 26,772 
Dry goods, cotton and linen... acs ee 23,502 


Imports from Spain, consisting of tinned and preserved goods 
and coarse salt, amounted in value to about 5,218. 

_ Windmills and paraftin oil were imported from the United 
States to the value of 8,3181. 

Italian goods consisting of olive oil, cigars, preserves, wine, 
dry goods, and musical instruments were imported to the value 
of 21,6041. 

The imports from Brazil, consisting of unmilled yerba and coffee, 
amounted in value to 4,9421. 

The preponderating share taken by the United Kingdom will 
appear from the preceding figures, as also the place occupied by 
France and Germany, namely, of second and third in the list 
respectively. 

The Consul says that, taking into consideration the fact that the 
bulk of the foreign trade is in the hands of Germans, and that 
there are at least 10 German houses established in Asuncion to one 
British firm, this result cannot be considered other than satis- 
factory. Nevertheless, it is evident that both France and Germany 
ure now successfully competing in goods of which 10 or 15 years 
ago hardly a bale of other than British manufacture was sold in 
the country. These articles are mainly crockery, porcelain, glass, 
steel, fire-arms, hats, drugs, and dry goods. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,610.) 


PERU. 


H.M. Consul-General at Callao states that it is satisfactory to report 
: that at present public order is undisturbed 
Genmeneial throughout Peru, and that the period of 
Geptiitens. commercial activity which began a few years ago 
bids fair to continue. Ifa general survey of the country be taken, 
it is perceived that during the last as compared with the previous 
decade, a marked improvement has taken place in the agricultural 
and mining industries. Of late factories have been established 
which, if they do not materially help to develop the productive 
power of the country which lies in another direction, show, at all 
events, a spirit of enterprise, and a strong desire to employ such 
capital as is available in useful undertakings. However, the rate 
of progress is not such as might be expected from so vast and rich 
a territory as that of Peru, the area of which is equivalent to. the 
united extent of Germany, France, and Italy. 


| 
| 
| 
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Besides other railways, Peru possesses two lines which cross the 
Cordillera at great heights, the culminating points on the Central 
and Southern Railways being at about 15,000 feet above sea level. 
These lines have cost millions sterling to construct, and if extended 
over various districts would certainly .dd to the development of 
trade and of the mining industry, and would also open up the 
eastern region which, in richness and variety of vegetable products, 
is equal to any other tropical part of South America. Peru has no 
foreign debt, but there are still many outstanding claims of 
various nature on the public Treasury which cannot be attended to 
for want of funds. 


The Consul-General further states that Peru has effected a complete 
change in her monetary system since 1897. 
Currency. She has discarded silver as a principal currency 
and adopted the gold standard, which appears 
to rest on a sound basis. It should be added that. not a single 
note of any kind is allowed to be issued. The disastrous results of 
the paper issues in former years have inspired the people of the — 
Republic with such a profound distrust of paper money that any 
attempt to resort again to this circulating medium would meet 
with the most determined opposition. 

The measures adopted by the Peruvian Government for the 
introduction of a gold standard have been successful. The total 
amount of gold coin, consisting of sovereigns and half-sovereigns, 
imported into Peru from 1897 to 31st December, 1900, was 
610,315/., and the amount of Peruvian coins of precisely the same 
weight and fineness as the British gold coins, minted at Lima 
during that period was 137,471/., thus making a total of 747,786. 
All business transactions in the chief towns of Peru are now done 
in gold on the basis of 10 soles to 11. ‘lhe attempt to establish a 
sound currency was greatly favoured during the initial process by 
the fact that the price of silver remained steady throughout that 
period. 

Until recently Bolivian pesos were in -circulation in the 
departments of Piura, Catamarca, Puno, Cuzco, Arequipa, and 
Apurimac. As soon as practicable, and at considerable expense, 
it was found possible to drive out this money and thus to unify 
the silver currency of the country. An attempt which was made 
in the course of last year to reintroduce these coins was defeated. 

Among the, advantages derived from the adoption of the new 
system, the decimalisation of the pound sterling, without altering 
the weight of the familiar silver coins, was one of no slight im- 
portance. This subdivision has been secured by a purely accidental 
coincidence. At the time of the.adoption of the scheme the value 
of 10 soles, each of which is divisible into 100 ¢., represented 
approximately the value of the 1. sterling. Therefore, the only 
difficulty to overcome was to arrive at a fixed exchange of 24d. 


i 
i 
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to the sole. This was effected in due course by the steps taken 


for contracting the silver currency. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,639.) 


Referring to the new Tariff with increased valuations which came 
Effect of New into force on Ist May, 1901 [see “ Board of 
Customs Tariff Trade Journal” for 9th May last, p. 308], the 

*  Consul-General writes as follows :— 

“The object of this Tariff is not only for revenue purposes, but 
is intended to afford protection to native industries, and its effects 
are already severely felt by the increase in the prices of all 
commodities. When it was issued it met with great opposition, so 
much so that at one time it was fully anticipated that it would 
not come into operation at all. Its classification is considered to 
be most defective, whilst some of the valuations have been 
increased out of all reasonable proportion. 

“The establishment of factories in the country has given rise of 
late to controversy as to the advisability of continuing to invest 
the iimited amount of available capital in local manufactures and 
of affording protection to native industries by increasing the import 
duties on articles similar to those manufactured in the country. 

“Papers on the subject have been published demonstrating 
the injurious influence which such a policy must have in this 
country where there is a great scarcity of labour and capital for 
the agricultural and mining industries, the two real sources of 
wealth in Peru. It is argued in these papers that the men 
actually employed in the factories would render more useful 
services if they worked in the fields or in the mines. This 
scarcity of labour is all the more serious when it is considered 
that the Chinese emigration to Peru was stopped many years 
ago, whilst the Japanese emigration scheme which was tried 
recently has turned out to be an utter failure. 

“Tt is also feared that the new Tariff will affect the actual 
revenue of the country adversely, inasmuch as it is mainly derived 
from Customs duties.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,639.) 


CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Amoy reports that the net total value of foreign 

“en oods imported and coming into consunption 

- vet estimated that of this amount 637;8301. is from 

the United Kingdom and her dependencies, or about 57 per cent. 
of the whole. 

The net total value of native goods exported during the year 
1900 to foreign countries was 192,435/. It is estimated that of 
this amount 123,375/. was sent to the United Kingdom and her 
dependencies, or about 64 per cent. of the whole. 
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Miscellaneous. 


The Consul adds that the above figures have been considered as 
carefully as possible, and are, of course, only approximate, owing 
to the difficulty of eliminating goods to and from other countries 
passing through Hong-Kong. here there has been considerable 
doubt it has been given against British trade so as to avoid an 
over-estimate. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,644.) 


JAPAN. 


The following Bye Laws framed for the purpose of enforcing the 

— son Law relating to Customs agents are published 
om to in the “ Japan Weekly Mail” of the 8th ult.:— ~ 

Article 1—Any person desiring to engage 

Agents. in the business of a Customs agent is required 

to fix upon the place where he intends to carry on his occupation, 
and apply to the Customs superintendent of the district in the ° 
jurisdiction of which he will come. In the case of a foreign 
company or a branch of a foreign corporation, a copy of its 

regulations must be annexed. 

Article 2.—Before granting a license the Customs superintendent 
shall issue a notice to the applicant, and after securing payment of 
the necessary fees, shall deliver the license to the latter. 

Article 3.—Each Customs agent is required to deposit as 
security a sum of 5,000 yen in cash or in negotiable bonds having 
a value corresponding to the same, within two weeks from the 
date on which he receives the license. 

Article 5.—If negotiable bonds deposited by a Customs agent 
by way of security shall depreciate in value, or the amount of such 
security shall decrease in consequence of the application of Article 
VI.* of the Law relating to the Customs agents, the Customs 
superintendent shall issue notice to the agent, requiring him to 
deposit within one month, money or negotiable bonds corresponding 
in value to the deficiency so caused. 

Article 6.—Money or negotiable bonds deposited as security by 
a Customs agent shall be placed in trust, and the receipt thus 
obtained shall be forwarded to the Customs superintendent having 
jurisdiction. 

Article 7.—Should a Customs agent establish a branch office or 
agency, he must appoint some person to take charge of the business, 
and report the fact to the Custom-house or branch Custom-house 
of the district where such branch office or agency is established. . 

This provision applies also in the case of the closing or removal 
of the office or agency, or to any change in the person taking charge 
of the business. 

Article 8.—The Customs agent or any person in charge of his 
business is required to report the names of all persons employed 
by him in connection with his occupation. 


* Obviously not Article 6 of these Bye Laws. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 28. Weeks ended 11th July, 1901. 


Week ended 28 Weeks ended 
11th July, llth July, 
1901, 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian eee eee eee eee eee eee = 1,498 20,080 
45,457 1,905,659 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian eee eee eee eee eee 835 
Rest Indian... 877 22,929 
Miscellaneous... ose ove ove 40 3,482 
9,980 168,714 


i 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 


from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
13th July, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


—- Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus, a 
Wheat eee eee see eee eee 15,231 rf 27 2 
Barley ooo 49 23 10 
Oats eee eee eve ooo oes 1,675 7 19 9 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— : 


Quantities Sold, Average Price. 
Corre- 
Week is 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats, 
Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.|) 8. d. & 
1897 28,409 3 227 7 1,534 0 | 17 6 18 3 
1898 7,839 2 216 2 | 3,346 2 || 37 1 | 24 1 | 2010 
1899 | 40,428 4 574 4 6,573 1 25 5 20 4 17 11 
1900 +s] 22,009 1 949 1 2911 7 28 7 23 2 19 1 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, | 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United 
13th July, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 


corresponding week of the previous year. 


Kingdom in the week ended 


Week ended | Correspond- 
13th July, ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... —... Number. 8,705 9 587 
Sheep and lambs... 6,395 4,048 
Swine eee eee eee eee eee ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef eee eee eee Cwts. 91,725 $3,139 
Mutton eee eee eee eee ” 51,364 75,659 
Pork 4,523 4,480 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... s 12,584 7,4t2 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanby salting * 15,909 22,669 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margerine ... 18,485 16,114 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... a . 188 
» preserved, otter kinds* ... 2 - 43 
condensed ... ° 16,058 18,039 
Grt. Hundr, 366,784 288,002 
Poultry and game ... ws ooo Value £ 2,035 4,279 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) as Cwts. 3,235 4,578 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Cwts. 1,332,900 1,257,600 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 391,700 876,009 
Peas 49,100 19,800 
Maize orIndiancorn .. . ef 1,280,700 951,000 
Fruit, raw :— 
Cwts, 12,690 2,378 
Apricots and peaches ... « 2,867 1,255 
Bananas ... . Bunches. 50,180 16,289 
” 24,321 21,765 
Gooseberries .... 1,091 1,504 
Pears ove 1,723 1,699 
Plums ove ” 2,109 6,855 
Strawberries ” 2,694 1,319 
ose oe ove Tons. 2,354 2,063 
Cwts. 365 1,198 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions . Bushels. 98,304 66,278 
Potatoes . . Cwts. 208,143 159,185 
Unenumeratea ... bes Vaiue £ 7,865 138,527 
Driedt one eve Cwts. 108 
Preserved by canning? ... 4,601 _ 


* In 1900 these were not shown separately. 


+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1901. 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Ene1isu and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June, 1901 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1900. ~ 


Six Months ended 
June. | Tune. 
1901. 1900. | 1901. 1£00. 
QUANTITY, 
Cwts. ts. | Cwts. Cuts. 
Brill eee 1,705 1,807 | 9,098 9,974 
Soles 7,407 6,970 36,491 35,023 
Turbot ... aes oe 5,574 5,984 26,968 28,159 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 2,711 2,750 9,335 14,631 
Total prime fish 17,397 17,511 81,892 87,787 
Cod ooo ace ove ove 58,532 54,634 | 340,467 328,220 
Haddock oes 206,736 208,186 1,196,442 1,229,75§ 
Hake ove ove 41,409 38,527 102,498 94,108 
Halibut 18,480 18,198 | 60,898 60,153 
Herrings eee 40,716 37,297 162,388 118,380 
ose 8,837 9,162 55,677 54,608 
Mackerel 73,449 53,093 310,868 252,032 
Plaice .., ooo 91,027 73,043 416,788 383,413 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
Total... wc. “ake 647,266 | 604,292 || 3,458,084 | 3,251,656 
Shell fish :— No. 0. No. No. 
Crabs oe ooo ove eco 781,638 928,091 4,148,822 3,942,093 
Lobsters... 101,605 113,286 282,917 295,408 
,£80,000 | 1,919,000 || 17,815,000 | 15,911,000 
8. Cwts. wts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 28,463 29,717 234,756 252,384 
VALUE. 
& £ £ & 
Brill... eee eve tee 3,613 3,751 26,441 28,729 
Soles... ose vee “ 43,218 $2,406 264,985 268,675 
Turbot ... nae one ene eee oe 18,772 19,107 122,685 125,591 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 8,163 9,909 30,424 61,132 
Total prime fish .. « 73,766 75,173 414,535 $84,127 
Cod eee ove 2,004 29,927 244,889 240,496 
Haddock ove ove 129,028 131,736 904,193 910,916 
Hake ... eee oes eve 28,533 82,833 80,458 81,813 
i 58 26,954 63,55 
4,809 4,839 35,878 36,458 
Mackerel | 48,012 40,312 219,058 199,258 
Pilchards eve eee 15 37 272 433 
Plaice ... 73,565 74,561 456,557 $53,085 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
fish .., eee ove 58,963 61,361 465,227 $58,745 
Total... 497,174 500,987 3,026,169 | 3,039,280 
656 9,526 39,789 38.041 
Lobsters... ose eco 4,278 4,865 12,693 13, 
3,423 4,240 58,457 56,865 
Other shellfish... 12,634 11,592 71,107 75,067 
29,991 30,223 182,046 183,090 
Total value offishlanded .., 527,165 | 531,210 || 3,208,215 | 3,022,370 


Notx.—The figures for 1901 are subject to correction in the 


are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


Anpual Return. The values given 
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Fishery Statistics —Scotland. 
q Srarement of the Toran Quantity and VaLve of the}Fisu returned as 
q landed on the Scorrisn Coasts during the Month and Six Months 
| ended 30th June, 1901, compare with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1900. 
| Six Months ended 
June. | Fane. 
1901. | 1900, || 1901. 1900. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Owts. Cwts. 
| 
Soles (Lemon Soles 2,169 2.485 |} 7,473 8,927 
Eel (Conger) 9 13,604 9,982 
11,233 | 9,174 62,242 46,734 
61,711 | 57,642 391,941 350,365 
Saith (Coal Fish) 12,894 20,740 45,815 59,466 
Spar i eee eee eee one 134 
(Tusk) 1,148 2,489 9,458 6,787 
| Fish not se; tely distinguish sh 
} 6,515 38,154 | 28,924 
Total | 890,975 501,042 | 2,884,430 | 1,699,456 
Shell fish :— No. 
76,293 86,968 333,346 291,108 
Cwts. Cwts. wts. Cwts. 
5,479 | 7,917 || 47,851 69,943 
4,411 6,264 35,766 33,782 
q VALUE. 
Soles (Lemon Soles’ 3,95 18,68; 
1,306 2,312 7,736 9,222 
Plaice, Brill ... ... 10,814 1,534 
: 30,317 29,883 258,595 | 246,900 
5,139 5,00 29,785 22,588 
3,842 9,816 35,820 98,185 
aif 2,162 25857 
Baith (CoalFish) 1,376 7 8,304 
2,884 2,195 25,072 18,313 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
270,784 200,395 972,458 828,857 
Bhell fish :— 
eee eee 6 
oe ove oe 510 66 
Mussels ove 340 432 3,025 3,400 
Other shell fish ... eos oe eee 1,717 1,607 10,715 7,928 
Total ove bes 7,357 8,311 44,427 40,289 
Totalvalue of fish landed... ... 278,141 208,706 || 1,016,885 869,1:6 
Note.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


ror, 
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Fishery Statistics—Ireland. 


Sratement of the Tota, Quantity and Vatve of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the IrtsH Coasts during the Month and Six Months 
- ended 30th June, 1901, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1900, 


Six Months ended 
June. 


1901. | 1900. | 1901. | 1900, 


QUANTITY. 

wts. | Cwts. || Cwts. 
Soles et he 145 352 | 1, 1,708 
Turbot nel oes 72 7§ 741 4 

Total prime fish 217 426 2,731 | 2,198 
Cod... ove 1,039 1,295 17,302 23,116 
Herrings a ese ose 16,7 
ing ... "941 6,996 | 7,615 
Mackerel eee 63,875 43,188 247,138 186,211 
iting on eos oa 1,093 753 5,861 5,435 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish ...| 3,204 3,871 23,936 | 21,739 


Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 36,812 74,522 71,600 ' 
Lobsters ove 25,867 49,000 61,176 88,076 

Cwts. Cuts. Gps Cuts. 
Other shell fish 1,342 1,571 12,231 10,975 
VALUE, 

Soles ‘ 488 1,150 5,991 6.317 
Turbot 178 223 || 2,067 | 1,803 

Total prime fish 666 1,373 | 8,058 8,120 

Haddock ... son 517 737 4,544 6,562 

Herrings 7,802 | 23,511 | 12,077 

498 433 || 3,495 3.529 

Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish _... 2,760 2,318 || 17,378 13,584 

Total... ons | 86,988 | 32,064 || 154,813 | 169,615 

Shell fish :— i 

Total | 1,800 | 5,598 | 6,880 
Total value of fish landed... ... | 34,349 "|| 159,851 | 156,295 | 
| 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 


are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullicn, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
June: The Census of 1901: Recent Changes in Agricultural 
Wages: Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 
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Government Publications. 
FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the seme sone 
laces since Ist January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
pottiswoode, East Ha ing Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
No. Place. Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) soo] 2, 
2545 Somali Coast Protectorate cof 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement 
2549 t (1899 and half of 1900)... 23d. 
2550 ern Italy (1900) ... 13d, 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 __... ove Pon 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina ose 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) .. ose eee 
2554 Ionian Islands ake ose os.) 
2557 | Trade, &c.,of Thessaly (1900)... 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 ose 
2560 Spain (1899) ... 23d. 
2562 Havre (1900) ... ose one 3d. 
2563 Ancona (1900) .. ais ous 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition 
2567 | Coquimbo (1899) od 
2568 German East Africa (1900) - 
2569 | La Rochelle (1900)... 
2570 Baltimore (1900) ove on, - 
2573 The Morea (1900) ooo eee seo = 14d. 
2574 Pomerania (1900) one ~ 
+ 2575 | Switzerland (1900)... 
2577 Amsterdam (1900) ose 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (1900) ove oss] 
2579 Netherlands (1900) 206 sos] 
2580 | Para (1900)... ee ol 
2581 New York (1900) 23d. 
2582 | Calais (1900) ... we] 23d. 
2583 | Trieste (1900) ... veel 
_ 2585 Nicaragua (1900) seal 
2586 Corunna (1900) ees ont 
2587 | Aleppo (1900) ... 
2589 Islands (1900)... ose eee 
2590 | Stockholm (1900) 8d, 
2592 Cadiz (1900) ... eee 
2593 Ghent (1900) ... von vol 1d. 
2594 Curagoa (1900) toe ove aco 
2595 | Japan (1900) .... Qed, 
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Government Publications. 


| FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


| No. Place. Price. 
| 2598 | Bilbao (1900) ... 
| 2600 | Nice (1900) 
2602 | Porto Alegre (1900)... 14d. 
q 2605 | Canary Islands 2900) .. : al 
j 2606 | Greece (1900) .. x 
2608 | Mozambique(t¢00)  ... * 1d. 
2612 Bordeaux (1900) wl 8d. 
2614 Pireeus (1900) ... Sie 
2615, | Buenos Ayres (1900) . 24d. 
2616 | Italy (1900) ... 23d. 
2617 Shashih (1900) eee on 4d. 
2619 | Ichang (1900)... | ad. 
| 2622 Baden (1960) ... 
2624 Corsica (1900) .. 1d. 
2625 Pondicherry and Karikal 1 (1900) . 
| 2626 New Caledonia (1900) . 
2635 Southem Portugal (1900) 4d. 
2637 | Leghorn (1900) bes 
2643 Caracas (1900)... ose eos lid. 
2644 | Amoy (1900) ... 4 
2647 Porto Rico (1900) oval 
2648 | Resht (1900) ... 
2649 France (Finances in 1901) 
2653 Pemba (1900) ... sas “Bhd. 


a 
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Government Publications. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
Sore and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 9d. 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhav 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry ... ad. 
7 551 Africa.—Veterinary Work in British East Africa and Uganda 
Protectorates (1898—1900) ... 3d. 
552 France.—Production of Normandy Cider .. 2d. 
553 Germany,—German Iron Trade in 1899 and 1900 d. 
554 Austria-Hungary.—Sugar Industry of Bohemia... 
555 Russia—Mineral and Metallurgical Industries if 23d. 
556 United States ee on the Cement Industry of the United 
States 4d. 
557 Eyypt. —Report on British Trade with Egypt (189: 51900) .. 2d. 
558 Brazil.—Financial and Economic Situation ai ld. 
559 Germany.—Vine Culture and Wine Trade (1898 —1900) cook Te 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. ae Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and oe 
relative to China 3d. 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons oe 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto 3d. 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the ‘United 
3 “Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, apenas to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... ta - 1d, 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following — me relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
Ist January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— . 


Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 
812 St. Vincent ' ... 
313 Basutoland... ane own 
314 Hong Kong... ooo ose 24d. 
315 Southern Nigeria oe ove on 
319 Christmas Island ove ove 
320 British Solomon Islands ote ove 
324 Sierra Leone ... ae hea 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
a branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
| tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
4 only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
q appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
| consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
| nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 
The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
i London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
| and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
| “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
) supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics ; - Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacise and 
“ Consumption,” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
| Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
) Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., kc. 
An Inquiry Room, at -which copies of official publications, directories, and 
| other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 
, . The “ Board of Trade Journal”. is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
i 
i 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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